RESULTS ANNUAL TOWN MEETING                                                                                                 May 7, 2014

                                      


There were 123 Town of Buckland registered voters(quorum being 7) in attendance at the Annual Town Meeting held in the auditorium at Mohawk Trail Regional School.  The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm.  Phoebe Walker, Moderator, worked  from a warrant dated April 17, 2014 and posted by Constable, Arthur Henry Phillips.                                                      .

The Moderator called on Selectman Robert Dean to dedicate the Annual Town Report to Town Clerk, Janice D. Purington.
The Moderator then talked about the mechanics of Town Meeting, explained the hand-outs they were given when they checked into Town Meeting, made introductions, etc.  
The Town Clerk was called upon to give the results of the Annual Town Election.

The Results were as follows:

Moderator 1 Yr
Phoebe Walker


73

Virginia Raybuck
  
  3

Blanks


  
  6

Board of Selectmen 3 Yrs
John Robinson Riggan

71

Clay Herbert


  1

Blanks



10

Town Clerk 3 Yrs
Janice D. Purington

81

Blanks



  1

Board of Assessors 3 Yrs
Pamela M. Guyette

79

Blanks



  3

Constable 3 Yrs
Robert D. Howson

76
Blanks



  6

Board of Health 3 Yrs
Terry A. Estes


76

Blanks



  6

Buckland Library Trustee 3 Yrs
Amy H. Love


78

Blanks



  4

Finance Committee 3 Yrs
Benjamin S. Murray

74

John Yarmac


  1

Blanks



  7

Mohawk Regional School Committee
3 Yrs
Glenn William Cardinal

69

Blanks



13
Question One: Shall the Town of Buckland be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so called, the amounts required to pay for the town’s assessed share of the bonds issued in order to pay for repair work to the Mohawk Trail Regional Middle and High School, to include drainage upgrades, parking lot resurfacing, re-pointing/re-caulking work, floor replacements, heating, ventilation and air conditioning upgrades, auditorium lighting equipment upgrades and installation of a second means of egress from main electrical switchgear room?



YES      54                              NO      25                BLANKS     3

Question Two:  Shall the Town of Buckland be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so called, the amounts required to pay for the town’s assessed share of the bonds issued in order to pay for repair work to the Buckland-Shelburne Elementary School, to include parking lot and sidewalk replacement, re-pointing/re-caulking and masonry repairs, replacement of fogged thermo pane windows, floor replacement, condensing unit and PTEC unit replacements?   



YES     55                               NO     23                 BLANKS     4


BY CITIZEN PETITION
Dena Willmore, a petitioner for Article 32, 33 and 34 requested to take Articles 32, 33 and 34 out of order and vote all three (3) articles at once.  The articles will require a 2/3 vote.



YES     38                    NO     71          Vote for Articles 32, 33 and 34
ARTICLE 32: The Town voted not to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court, pursuant to the Home Rule Amendment of the Massachusetts Constitution, to enact legislation authorizing the Town to acquire certain real property located in the Town of Charlemont, provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill before enactment by the General Court which are within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to approve such amendments.
The petition for special legislation shall take the following form:

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 14 of chapter 40 of the general laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the town of Buckland is hereby authorized to acquire by gift, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise the fee ownership or any lesser interest in all or any portion of the real property having an address of 2231 Mohawk Trail (Route 2) and located upon North River Road in the town of Charlemont, consisting of approximately 5.81 acres of land described in the deed recorded with the Franklin County Registry of Deeds in Book 2942, Page 69, and shown as Parcel 6 on the plan entitled, “Plan of Land in Charlemont, Franklin County, Massachusetts, Surveyed for Allyn W. Coombs,” dated November 3, 1988, recorded with said Franklin Deeds in Plan Book 72, Page 83 and/or the real property located  on Mohawk Trail (Route 2) in said Charlemont, consisting of approximately 12.23 acres of land described in the deed recorded with said Franklin Deeds in Book 2857, Page 327, and shown as Parcel 2 on said plan, with improvements, if any, on said parcel or parcels of land, together with such easements located in the town of Charlemont, whether now appurtenant to said real property or not, and subject to easements and restrictions of record or such other easements and restrictions as the town of Buckland may reasonably require, suffer, take subject to or grant for access to said real property or to provide utility service to or for said real property at the time of acquisition or in the future, said real property and interests in real property to be acquired for general municipal purposes, which purposes may include a highway department garage. 

SECTION 2.   This act shall take effect upon its passage.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
BY CITIZEN PETITION

Amendments were made and passed  to Article 33 to delete “a sum of money” and insert “up to $675,000” and also to delete “be raised by borrowing or otherwise, “ and insert “paid for from General Stabilization”

ARTICLE 33: The Town voted not authorize the Selectmen to purchase all or any portion of the real property having an address of 2231 Mohawk Trail (Route 2) and located upon North River Road in the town of Charlemont, consisting of approximately 5.81 acres of land described in the deed recorded with the Franklin County Registry of Deeds in Book 2942, Page 69, and shown as Parcel 6 on the plan entitled, “Plan of Land in Charlemont, Franklin County, Massachusetts, Surveyed for Allyn W. Coombs,” dated November 3, 1988, recorded with said Franklin Deeds in Plan Book 72, Page 83 and/or the real property located  on Mohawk Trail (Route 2) in said Charlemont, consisting of approximately 12.23 acres of land described in the deed recorded with said Franklin Deeds in Book 2857, Page 327, and shown as Parcel 2 on said plan, with improvements, if any, on said parcel or parcels of land, together with such easements located in the town of Charlemont, whether now appurtenant to said real property or not, and subject to easements and restrictions of record or such other easements and restrictions as the town of Buckland may reasonably require, suffer, take subject to or grant for access to said real property or to provide utility service to or for said real property at the time of acquisition or in the future, said real property and interests in real property to be acquired for general municipal purposes, which purposes may include a highway department garage and to appropriate up to $675,000 to pay costs of purchasing all or any portion of the above described real property including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto, and to determine whether some amount should be paid for from General Stabilization.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
BY CITIZEN PETITION

An amendment was made and passed to Article 34 to delete “a sum of money” and insert “up to $1 million”
ARTICLE 34:  The Town voted not to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or otherwise provide up to $1 million to pay for improvements to any portion of the real property having an address of 2231 Mohawk Trail (Route 2) and located upon North River Road in the town of Charlemont, and to determine whether some amount should be raised by borrowing or otherwise.
BY CITIZEN PETITION

Roger Ward, a petitioner for Article 35, requested to take Article 35 out of order.  Roger Ward requested that the Moderator read the motion for Article 35.

ARTICLE 35: The Town voted not to provide the sum of $10,000 (by the authority of the General Laws of Massachusetts, Chapter 40, Section 9), for the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Post 8503 located at 10 Water St., Shelburne Falls, Ma., to be used for the operation and maintenance of their Post Headquarters. 




YES       44                                  NO       55

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously NOT to support this article.
ARTICLE 2: (CONSENT VOTE)  The Town voted and passed unanimously to take Articles 3, 18, 19, 22, 36, 37, 38 AND 39 out of order in this warrant and take action to approve all of them as one vote without debate on any such articles, and further that the motions for each article be incorporated into this consent motion as printed below: provided that upon request of any voter at this meeting made before the vote is taken, an article shall be dropped from the list of consent articles and shall be acted upon in the ordinary course and order of business at this meeting.
The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.
The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

Article 3: That the Town vote to accept the reports of the Town Officers as printed in the 



2012 Annual Town Report.


Article 18: That the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000 to fund the 



Shelburne Falls Area Partnership.


Article 19: That the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500 for funding the 


preservation of Town record books under the care of the Town Clerk.

Article 22:  That the Town vote to reauthorize the Revolving Funds subject to the terms 



in the chart as presented in the Town Meeting Warrant.

Article 36: That the Town vote to authorize the Selectmen to purchase and/or dispose of 



any Town equipment.


Article 37: That the Town vote to authorize the Selectmen to accept and expend, as an 



available fund, any of the bond issue or operating budget monies (Chapter monies) 



from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through the Massachusetts Department 



of Transportation.

Article 38: That the Town vote to authorize the Sewer Commissioners and Board of 



Selectmen to accept any grants for sewer line replacement and improvements at the 



Wastewater Treatment Facility.


Article 39: That the Town vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for and 


accept grants from the Federal government, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or 


any other source, and to expend the same for purposes received without further 


appropriation.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.


The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 3: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to ACCEPT THE REPORTS OF THE TOWN OFFICERS.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.


The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 4:  The Town voted and passed unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $44,294 for ELECTED OFFICIALS SALARIES for FY2015, as line item appropriation, as recommended by the Finance Committee, in the Town of Buckland Fiscal 2015 Budget detail report dated April 28, 2014.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.


The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 5: The Town voted and passed to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,744,021 for TOWN OPERATING BUDGETS for FY2015, as line item appropriation, as recommended by the Finance Committee, in the Town of Buckland Fiscal 2015 Budget detail report dated April 28, 2014.


The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 6: The Town voted and passed unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $24,050 for SEVERAL SPECIAL LINE ITEMS in the Town Operating Budgets for FY2015, as line item appropriation, as recommended by the Finance Committee, in the Town of Buckland Fiscal 2015 Budget detail report dated April 28, 2014, and, further to authorize that unspent amounts in said line items may be carried forward for use in following fiscal years without further appropriation.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article. 


The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 7: The Town voted not to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,924,437 for the MOHAWK K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT OPERATING ASSESSMENT for FY2015.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted to support this article.
ARTICLE 8: The Town voted and passed to raise and appropriate the sum of $55,343 for the MOHAWK K-12 SCHOOL DISTRICT CAPITAL ASSESSMENT for FY2015.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 9:  The Town voted and passed to PASS OVER Article 9. 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article. 

The Finance Committee voted NOT to support this article.
ARTICLE 10:  The Town voted  NOT TO  allow the Mohawk K-12 School District to borrow a sum of money, not to exceed $783,900 to be expended under the direction of the School Building Committee for repair work to the Buckland-Shelburne Elementary School located at 75 Mechanic Street, Shelburne, Massachusetts, to include parking lot and sidewalk replacement, re-pointing/re-caulking and masonry repairs, replacement of fogged thermo pane windows, floor replacement, condensing unit and PTEC unit replacements.  The proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required education program.  This vote shall be subject to and contingent upon an affirmative vote of the Town to exempt its allocable share of the amounts required for the payment of interest and principal on said borrowing from the limitations on taxes imposed by M.G.L. 59, Section 21C (Proposition 2 ½). 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article 


The Finance Committee voted to delay a vote on this article.
 School Committee member, Martha Thurber, requested we bundle Article 11, 12 and 13 and further that we vote to PASS OVER all three articles.
ARTICLE 11:  :  The Town voted and passed to PASS OVER Article 11. 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article. 


The Finance Committee voted to recommend passing over this article.
ARTICLE 12:  The Town voted to PASS OVER Article 12.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article. 


The Finance Committee voted to recommend passing over this article.
ARTICLE 13: The Town voted to PASS OVER Article 13.

The Board of Selectmen voted NOT to support this article. 


The Finance Committee voted to recommend passing over this article.
ARTICLE 14: The Town voted and passed to raise and appropriate the sum of $117,747 for the  FRANKLIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL OPERATING ASSESSMENT for FY2015.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 15: The Town voted and passed to raise from anticipated receipts from the Town of Shelburne (pursuant to the Operation Agreement) and revenues of the Buckland user assessment the sum of $222,063 which is the estimated cost of  OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE SHELBURNE FALLS WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY (ENTERPRISE FUND) , as line item appropriation, as recommended by the Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal 2015 Budget detail report dated April 28, 2014. 


The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 16: The Town voted and passed unanimously to raise from revenue of the Buckland user assessment a total of $5,000 for capital projects as CAPITAL EXPENSES OF THE SHELBURNE FALLS WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY (ENTERPRISE FUND) as line item appropriation, as recommended by the  Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal 2015 Budget detail report dated April 28, 2014. 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 17: The Town voted and passed to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 for the purpose of paying the WIREDWEST COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE Fiscal Year 2015 Assessment.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously NOT to support this article. 

The Finance Committee voted unanimously NOT to support this article.
ARTICLE 18: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000 for the purpose of funding the SHELBURNE FALLS AREA PARTNERSHIP.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 19: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500 for the purpose of funding the  PRESERVATION OF TOWN RECORD BOOKS.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 20: The Town voted and passed unanimously to raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000 for the purpose of funding  ROAD REPAIR AND REPAVING.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 21: The Town voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 for legal, consulting, engineering, purchasing or renovation/construction costs related to a HIGHWAY FACILITY.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 22: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to AUTHORIZE, PURSUANT TO M.G.L. CHAPTER 44, SECTION 53E½, THE FOLLOWING REVOLVING FUNDS:

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

	NAME of ACCOUNT
	PURPOSE
	SOURCE OF FUND
	MAXIMUM FY2014

EXPENDITURE
	 BOARD

	Board of Health
	Paying costs associated with Board of Health Inspections
	Board of Health Fees
	Up to $20,000
	Board of Health

	Town Hall Maintenance
	Paying costs associated with Town Hall Maintenance
	Town Hall Rental Janitorial Fees
	Up to $2,000
	Selectmen

	Parking Tickets
	Paying costs associated with payment and collection of Parking Tickets and Fees
	Parking Ticket Fees
	Up to $1,000
	Parking Clerk


ARTICLE 23: The Town voted and passed to transfer the sum of $14,500 from Free Cash to the  POLICE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT STABILIZATION FUND.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.

ARTICLE 24: The Town voted and passed to transfer the sum of $35,000 from Free Cash to the  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT STABILIZATION FUND.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 25: The Town voted and passed to raise and appropriate $10,000 and transfer up to $35,000 from the Highway Department Equipment Stabilization Fund to purchase a STEEL DRUM ROLLER AND TRAILER.




YES       49                          NO  16

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 26: The Town voted and passed to spend up to $8,000 from the Elections Stabilization Account for the purchase of new voting equipment.




YES      55                            NO    3


The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 27:  The Town voted and passed unanimously to transfer the sum of $3,000 from Free Cash to the Technology Stabilization Fund.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 28: The Town voted and passed unanimously to spend up to $10,500 from the Technology Stabilization Account for upgrades to the phone systems and technology in the Town Hall and the Police Station. 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 29: The Town voted and passed unanimously to transfer the sum of $1,000 from Free Cash to the  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STABILIZATION FUND.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 30:  The Town voted and passed unanimously to spend up to $1,000 from the Emergency Management Stabilization Fund to pay for emergency management improvements to the Town Hall.

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 31:  The Town voted and passed to transfer the sum of $53,742 from Free Cash to the GENERAL STABILIZATION FUND.



YES        61                         NO    1

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to support this article.

The Finance Committee voted unanimously to support this article.
ARTICLE 36: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to AUTHORIZE THE SELECTMEN TO PURCHASE AND/OR DISPOSE OF ANY TOWN EQUIPMENT.
ARTICLE 37: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to AUTHORIZE THE SELECTMEN TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND, AS AN AVAILABLE FUND, ANY OF THE BOND ISSUE OR OPERATING BUDGET MONIES (also called “Chapter” monies) from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts through the Massachusetts Department of Transportation.
ARTICLE 38: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to AUTHORIZE THE SEWER COMMISSIONERS AND BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT ANY GRANTS FOR SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT AND IMPROVEMENTS AT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY.
ARTICLE 39: (Consent) The Town voted and passed unanimously to AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT GRANTS FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, OR ANY OTHER SOURCE, and to expend the same for purposes received without further appropriation.
The meeting dissolved at 9:29PM.








Attest:________________________________









Janice D. Purington, Town Clerk
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