ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Town of Buckland
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Franklin, ss.
To either of the Constables of the Town of Buckland in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Greetings:

You are hereby directed to notify and warn the Inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in elections and in Town
affairs, to meet at the Mohawk Trail Regional High School, 26 Ashfield Road, Buckland, MA at 10:00 AM on

Saturday, May 6, 2023, then and there to act on the following articles:

ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to accept the Reports of Town Officers.

ARTICLE2: SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money for Elected Officials’
Salaries for Fiscal Year 2024, as line-item appropriations, as recommended by the Finance Committee in the Town
of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report; or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 3: . ‘POLICE SERVICES BUDGET - SHARED

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money to fund the Police Services
Budget — Shared for Fiscal Year 2024, as a line-item appropriation, as recommended by the Finance Committee in
the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report; or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 4: POLICE STABILIZATION

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to be deposited
in the Police Stabilization Fund or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 5: TOWN OPERATING BUDGET

To seek\if; the Town;will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise: provide a sum of money to fund the Town
Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2024, as line-item appropriations, as recommended by the Finance Committee in
the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report; or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 6: SPECIAL LINE ITEMS

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money for the purpose of funding
Special Line Items in the Town Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2024, as line item appropriations, as recommended
by the Finance Committee, in the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report, and further, to
authorize that unspent amounts in said line items may be carried forward for use in following fiscal years without

further appropriation; or take any action relating thereto.




Annual Town Warrant — May 6, 2023 Page 2 of 16
ARTICLE 7: MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT ASSESSMENT

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate; or otherwise provide a sum of money for the Mohawk Trail
Regional School District Operating Assessment for Fiscal Year 2024, as a line-item appropriation, as recommended
by the Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report; or take any action
relating thereto.

ARTICLE 8: MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT CAPITAL ASSESSMENT

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money for the Mohawk Trail
Regional School District Capital Assessment for Fiscal Year 2024, as a line-item appropriation, as recommended
by the Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report.

; or take any action relating thereto

ARTICLE9: TUITION AND TRANSPORTATION FOR SMITH VOCATIONAL SCHOOL

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money for tuition and
transportation of students to Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School for Fiscal Year 2024 , as a line item
appropriation, as recommended by the Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating
Budget Report; or take any action relating thereto,

ARTICLE 10:© FRANKLIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL OPERATING ASSESSMENT

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money for the Franklin County
Technical School Operating Assessment for Fiscal Year 2024 , as a line item appropriation, as recommended by the
Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report.; or take any action relating
thereto.

ARTICLE 11: FRANKLIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL CAPITAL ASSESSMENT

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money for the Franklin County
Technical School Capital Assessment for Fiscal Year 2024, as a line item appropriation, as recommended by the
Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal Year 2024 Operating Budget Report.

; or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 12: SHELBURNE FALLS WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY BUDGET

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise provide a sum of money to fund the operation and
maintenance of the Shelburne Falls Wastewater Treatment Facility for Fiscal Year 2024, an Enterprise Fund, for
which a sum of money will be raised from anticipated receipts from the Buckland user assessment as a line item
appropriation, and for which a sum of money will be raised from anticipated receipts from the Town of Shelbumne
(pursuant to the operation agreement), as recommended by the Finance Committee in the Town of Buckland Fiscal
Year 2024 Budget Report; or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 13:- CAPITAL AND/OR DEBT EXPENSES FOR THE SHELBURNE FALLS WASTEWATER
TREATMENT FACILITY ENTERPRISE FUND

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or otherwise provide a sum of money, which is the
estimated cost of capital and/or debt expenses for the Shelburne Falls Wastewater Treatment Facility, an
Enterprise Fund, for which a sum of money will be raised from anticipated receipts from the Town of Buckland user
assessment, as a line item appropriation, and/or the Buckland Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings as recommended by
the Finance Committee; or take any action relating thereto.
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ARTICLE 14: SPECIAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY LINE ITEMS

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or otherwise provide a sum of money for the purpose
of funding Special Line Items in the Wastewater Treatment Facility Enterprise Fund budget for Fiscal Year
2024, as line item appropriations, as recommended by the Finance Committee, and to further authorize that unspent
amounts in said line items may be carried forward for use in following fiscal years without further appropriation; or
take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 15: TOWN DEBT SERVICE

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide a sum of money to pay the interest and
principal on Town debt; or take any action relating thereto.

Project Principal Interest Project Total
Town Hall Renovations $ 15,000 $ 6,900 $21,900
Highway Garage $115,000 $58,825 $173,825
Nilman Road culvert $ 9,000 $ 1,131 $ 10,131

‘ Total Debt $205,856

ARTICLE 16: TOWN CAPITAL EXPENSES

To se¢ if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or otherwise provide a sum of money to be placed in
departmental Capital Accounts, or take any other action relating thereto.

Project / Equipment Appropriation
Museum Improvements $10,500
Highway Equipment: Loader Lease Payment $75,000

Highway Equipment: Mini Excavator Lease Payment $42,000

Highway Equipment: Complete FY23 F600 Purchase $20,000

Highway Paving $75,000
Total | $222,500

ARTICLE 17: OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB)

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to be deposited
in the Other Post Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund in order to offset future health insurance costs for
retirees, or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 18: ESTABLISH OPIOID REVOLVING ACCOUNT

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c.40, §5B, to create a new special purpose stabilization
fund, to be known as the Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund, which may be expended for all of the purposes
allowed by law, including those outlined in applicable opioid-litigation settlement documents, a document prepared
by the Substance Abuse Bureau of the Commonwealth’s Office of Health and Human Services Department, found at

https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-abatement-terms/download entitled “Abatement Strategies”, and consistent
with any state guidelines or regulations further clarifying allowable uses of opioid litigation settlement funds; and
further, to adopt the last paragraph of said §5B and dedicate to such fund, without further appropriation, 100% of the
opioid litigation settlement funds received by the Town; and further, to transfer from available funds a sum of money
equal to that received or to be received by the Town from the opioid litigation settlements resulting from the Town’s
participating in the National Opioid multi- district litigation into said Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund; or take
any action relating thereto.
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ARTICLE 19: APPROVE PRIOR FISCAL YEAR INVOICES

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or otherwise prov1de a sum of money to pay an unpaid -
FY2022 invoice, or take any action relatmg there. :

Vendor Amount Due
Eversource $158.00

ARTICLE 20: UPPER NORTH STREET RECONSTRUCTION

To see if the Town will vote to (a) authorize the Select Board to acquire, by purchase, gift and/or eminent domain and
on such terms as the Select Board deems appropriate, the fee to and/or permanent and temporary easements ‘in; on,
under and over the parcels of land located on North Street and approximately shown on plans entitled “Buckland Right
of Way Property Plan”, prepared by Massachusetts Highway Division, a copy of which is on file with the Town Clerk,
a$ said plans may be amended from time to time and/or incorporated into an easement plan, and land within 200 feet
of said parcels, for public way purposes, including without limitation, for the construction, installation, inspection,
maintenance, improvement, repair, replacement and/or relocation of rights of way, sidewalks, drainage, utilities,
driveways, retaining walls, guardrails, slopes, grading, rounding, construction, landscaping, and other structures
and/or appurtenances, to enable the Town to undertake the North Street Reconstruction Project and for any and all
purposes and uses incidental or related thereto; (b) transfer the care, custody and control of any Town-owned parcels
of land included in the project from the board or officer currently having custody thereof for the purposes for which
they are held to the Select Board for public way purposes; (c) raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds,
and/or borrow a sum of money to fund the foregoing project and any and all costs incidental or related thereto,
including, without limitation, the cost of any land/easement acquisitions, appraisals, and surveys; and, further, (d)
authorize the Select Board to enter into all agreements and take any and all actions as may be necessary or appropriate
to effectuate the foregoing purposes; or take any action relating thereto.

ARTICLE 21: WOODLANDS PARTNERSHIP

To see if the Town will vote to participate in the activities of the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership (also
known as the “Woodlands Partnership of Northwest Massachusetts” per the Board’s October 2022 vote to
recommend a name change*) as provided for in Section 91 of Chapter 209 of the Acts 0of 2018, an Act Promoting
Climate Change Adaptation, Environmental and Natural Resource Protection, and Investment in Recreational
Assets and Opportunity (the “Environmental Bond Bill”), or take any other action related thereto.

ARTICLE 22: AMENDMENT: MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AGREEMENT

To see if the Town will vote to amend the MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT — REGIONAL
DISTRICT AGREEMENT by striking the following langnage contained in Section IV Apportionment of
Expenses among Member Towns, Subsections (A) through (J):

A) Classification of Costs
For the purpose of apportioning assessments levied by the District upon the member towns, costs shall be divided into

two categones capxta] costs and operating costs.

(B) Capital Costs ' '
Capital costs shall include all expenses in the nature of capital outlay such as the cost of acquiring land, the cost of
constructing, reconstructing and adding to buildings, and the cost of remodeling or makmg extraordinary repairs to a
school building or buildings, including

without limitations the cost of the original equipment and furnishings for such buildings or additions, plans, architects’
and consultants’ fees, grading and other costs incidental to placing school buildings and additions and related premises
in operating condition. Capital costs shall also include payments of principal and interest on bonds, notes or other
obligations issued by the District to finance capital costs. Instructional capital expenditures which qualify under net
school spending are not included under capital costs, and instead are included as an operating cost.

©) Operating Costs



Annual Town Warrant — May 6, 2023 Page 5 of 16

Operating costs shall include all costs not included in capital costs as defined in subsection IV(B) but including interest
on temporary notes issued by the District in anticipation of revenue.

D)

L)

Responsibility for Capital and Operating Costs

(1) Grades 7-12

Operating and capital costs, as defined above, associated with grades seven to
twelve (7-12) inclusive of the District school or schools shall be deemed District
costs and the member towns shall be assessed their respective net shares thereof
in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.

(2) Grades pre-K-6
(a) Costs associated with the operation of grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of the District
schools shall be deemed operating costs of the District and the member towns shall be assessed

their respective net shares thereof in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.

(b) All capital costs incurred by the Committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six,
inclusive, of the District schools shall be deemed capital costs of the District and the member
towns shall be assessed their respective net shares thereof in accordance with the provisions of
section IV(E) of this Agreement.

(c) If any member town or towns should construct an elementary school, the respective member town
or towns will assume responsibility for all capital costs.

Apportionment of Capital Costs Grades pre-K-6

(1) Ashfield, Plainfield

Capital costs incurred by the Committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of
the District school or schools serving pupils from the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield shall be apportioned
to the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield as follows:

To Ashfield: A portion of the whole expressed as a percentage of the total to the nearest one-hundredth of
one per-cent calculated as follows: By (1), computing the ratio which the population of the Town of Ashfield
bears to the total of the population of the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield, and by (2), computing the ratio
which the sum of the enrollments of pupils at said school(s), resident in the Town of Ashfield, as determined
by the census of pupils at said school(s) each October 1 for the five most recent years, bears to the sum of
the enrollment of pupils at the Ashfield Plainfield district school(s), resident in the Towns of Ashfield and
Plainfield, as determined by the census of pupils at said school(s) each October 1 for the five most recent
years (note: pre-K enrollment will be included in the calculation beginning in FY 18 and will include the data
from October 1, 2015 and October 1, 2016); and by summing both ratios ((1) + (2)), and dividing such sum

by two.

To Plainfield: A portion of the whole expressed as a percentage of the total to the nearest one-hundredth of
one per-cent calculated as follows: By (1), computing the ratio which the population of the Town of Plainfield
bears to the total of the population of the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield, and by (2), computing the ratio
which the sum of the enrollments of pupils at the Ashfield Plainfield district school(s), resident in the Town
of Plainfield, as determined by the census of pupils-at said school(s) each October 1 for the five most recent
years, bears to the sum of enrollment of pupils at the Ashfield and Plainfield district school(s), resident in the
Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield, as determined by the census of pupils at said school(s) each October 1 for
the five most recent years (note: pre-K enrollment will be included in the calculation beginning in FY18 and
will include the data from October 1, 2015 and October 1, 2016); and by summing both ratios ((1)+(2)), and

dividing such sum by two.

(2) Buckland, Sheiburne
Capital costs incurred by the committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of the
District school or schools serving the pupils from the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne shall be apportioned

to the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne as follows:

To Buckland: A portion of the total of all principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligations as
issued by the Committee consistent with the above, expressed as a percentage of the total to the nearest
one-hundredth of one per-cent calculated as follows: By (1), computing ratio which the sum of the
enrollments of pupils at the Buckland Shelburne Elementary School, resident in the Town of Buckland, as
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determined by the census of pupils at said district school each October 1 for the five most recent years,
bears to the sum of enrollments of pupils at the said district school, resident in the Towns of Buckland and
Shelburne, as determined by the census of pupils each October 1 for the five most recent years (note: pre-

K enrollment will be included in the calculation beginning in FY 18 and will include the data from October 1,
2015 and October 1, 2016); and by (2) expressing such ratio as a percentage.

To Shelburne; A portion of the total of all principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligations as issued
by the Committee consistent with the above, expressed as a percentage of the total to the nearest one-
hundredth of one per-cent calculated as follows: By (1), computing the ratio which the sum of the enrollments
of pupils at the Buckland Shelburne Elementary School, resident in the Town of Shelburne, as determined
by the census of pupils at said district school each October 1 for the five most recent years, bears to the sum
of enrollments of pupils at said district school, resident in the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne, as
determined by the census of pupils each October 1 for the five most recent years (note: pre-K enrollment
will be included in the calculation beginning in FY 18 and will include the data from October 1, 2015 and
October 1, 2016); and by (2) expressing such ratio as a percentage.

(3) Colrain, Heath

Effective commencing with Fiscal Year 2023, new capital costs incurred by the committee and associated
with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of the District school or schools serving the pupils from the
Towns of Colrain and Heath shall be apportioned to the Towns of Colrain and Heath as follows:

To Colrain: A portion of the total of all principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligations as issued
by the Committee consistent with the above, expressed as a percentage of the total to the nearest one-
hundredth of one percent calculated as follows: By (1), computing the ratio which the sum of the enrollments
of pupils at the Colrain Center School, resident in the Town of Colrain as determined by the census of pupils
at said district school each October 1 for the five most recent years, bears to the sum of enrollments of pupils
at said district school, resident in the Towns of Heath and Colrain, as determined by the census of pupils each
October 1 for the five most recent years (note: pre-K enrollment will be included in the calculation); and by
(2) expressing such ratio as a percentage. Until five years of data becomes available, the most recent years
of data shall be used to determine said ratio.

To Heath: A portion of the total of all principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligations as issued
by the Comumittee on or after July 1, 2022 consistent with the above, expressed as a percentage of the total
to the nearest one-hundredth of one percent calculated as follows: By (1), computing the ratio which the
sum of the enrollments of pupils at the Colrain Center School, resident in the Town of Heath as determined
by the census of pupils at said district school each October 1 for the five most recent years, bears to the sum
of enrollments of pupils at said district school, resident in the Towns of Heath and Colrain, as determined
by the census of pupils each October 1 for the five most recent years (note: pre-K enrollment will be
included in the calculation); (2) expressing such ratio as a percentage. Until five years of data becomes
available, the most recent years of data shall be used to determine said ratio.

(4) The Heath Elementary School Building was returned to the Town of Heath on July 1, 2017, and the Lease
between the parties terminated as of said date. In exchange for termination of the lease, the District paid to
the Town of Heath a total sum of $240,000.00. Any outstanding debt payments associated with the Heath
Elementary School shall remain the responsibility of the Town of Heath, and the Town of Heath shall
continue to be assessed for said debt in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.

(5) Capital costs representing payments of principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligations as
issued by the Committee to finance expenses in the nature of capital outlay for the purpose of construction
at the site of, or reconstruction to, the Colrain Central School or upon any premises as may be leased to the
Mohawk Trail Regional School District by the Town of Colrain, shall be borne by the Towns of Colrain and
Heath, as provided in Section E. (3), above.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the member towns from amending this Agreement
and modifying and/or altering the above designated schedules of apportionment of capital costs in the event
subsequent school construction or reconstruction results in a change of grade level or town assignments to
the District schools.

(F) Apportionment of Cépital Costs Grades 7-12
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Capital costs represented by debt service shall be apportioned as a capital cost of the year in which the debt service
falls due.

Capital costs incurred July 1, 1993 and thereafter shall be apportioned to the member towns annually for the ensuing
fiscal year as follow:

(1) Each member town’s share of capital costs associated with the District High
School for each capital project shall be apportioned to the member towns on the
basis of their respective pupil enrollments at said school. Each member town’s
share shall be determined by computing the ratio which that town’s average
pupil enrollment at said school on October 1 of each of the five years next preceding
the first year for which the apportionment is determined bears to the total

" average pupil enrollment from all member towns at said school for the same

five year period. In the event that enrollment at the District High School has not been accomplished by
October 1, capital costs shall be determined on the basis of enrollment in grades seven through twelve of
pupils residing in each member town
and receiving education at such town’s expense on October 1 of that year.

(2) Each member town’s percentage share to the nearest one tenth of one percent will remain in effect for the
term of the debt for each capital project.

(G) Apportionment of Operating Costs
Operating costs for the first fiscal year next following the effective date of Chapter 371 of the Acts of 1993 (See

attachment) and for every fiscal year thereafter shall be apportioned to the member towns on the basis of their
respective pupil enrollments in the regional District schools. Each member town’s share for each fiscal year shall be
determined by computing the ratio which that town’s average pupil enrollment in the District schools on October 1 of
each of the five years next preceding the year for which the apportionment is to be determined bears to the total average
pupil enrollment from all member towns in the regional District schools for the same five year period (note: pre-K
enrollment will be included in the calculation beginning in FY 18 and will include the data from October 1, 2015 and
October 1, 2016), as more fully set forth in Subsection IV(H) below. In the event that enroliment in the regional
District schools has not been accomplished by October 1 of any year, operating costs shall be apportioned on the basis
of enrollment in grades pre-kindergarten through twelve of pupils residing in each member town and receiving
education at such town’s expense on October 1 of that year.

(H) The apportionment of operating costs shall be determined in accordance with the following procedure:
First: The Committee shall determine the proportion of the annual budget representing costs associated
with the provisions of services to grades seven through twelve and the proportion representing costs
associated with all other services including services to grades pre-kindergarten through six.

Second: The Committee shall determine the average enrollment share of each member town in grades seven
through twelve, inclusive. For this purpose, average enrollment share shall equal, for each member
town, its five-year average proportionate share of total student enrollment in the district schools for
grades seven through twelve, as of October 1 in each of the five years immediately preceding the
year for which such allocation is to be made.

Third: The Committee shall apportion costs of grades seven through twelve, inclusive, to the Towns of
Hawley and Charlemont in direct proportion to each town’s five-year average share of student
enrollment in grades seven through twelve, inclusive.

Fourth: - The total budget, less the shares allocated to the Towns of Hawley and Charlemont, shall be
apportioned among the District’s six remaining member towns on the basis of each member town’s
five-year average student enrollment share. For purposes of this calculation, average enrollment
share, for each of the pre-K-12 Member Towns shall be based on its five year average proportionate
share of total student enrollment in the district schools (note: pre-K enrollment will be included in
the calculation beginning in FY18 and will mclude the data from October 1, 2015 and October 1,

2016).

(I) Times of Payment of Apportioned Costs
Each member town shall pay to the District in each fiscal year its proportionate share, certified as provided in
subsection VI(B), of the capital and operating costs. Except as otherwise provided in subsection VI(A), the annual
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share of each member town shall be paid in such amounts and at such times that at least the following percentages of
such annual share shall be paid on or before the dates indicated, respectively:

August 1 16.25%
October 1 36.25%
December 1 50.00%
February 1 67.50%
April 1 87.50%
May 1 100.00%

(J) Special Funds

The District School Committee shall not interfere with a town’s or Local Education Council’s use of trust funds or
other special funds, including separate town meeting articles, intended for the enhancement of the educational
opportunities for that town’s pupils at the pre-K-6 grades only. The operations budget shall not be reduced by the
receipt of such funds.

and replacing said language of Section IV with the following Subsections (A) through (I), as re-lettered so as to
combine existing Subsections (G) and (H) and re-letter the following sections as (H) and (I):

(A) Classification of Costs
For the purpose of apportioning assessments to the member towns, costs shall be divided into two categories: capital

costs and operating costs.

(B) Capital Costs

Capital Costs to be assessed to towns (hereafter “Capital Costs™) shall include all expenses in the nature of capital

outlay such as the cost of:

(1) acquiring land, constructing, reconstructing and adding to or remodeling buildings, including without limitations
the cost of the original equipment and furnishings for such buildings or additions, plans, architects’ and
consultants’ fees, grading and other costs incidental to placing school buildings and additions and related
premises in operating condition;

(2) maintaining, or making substantial repairs to, an existing school building or buildings;

(3) purchasing buses and/or other necessary vehicles for District school use.

Capital Costs shall also include payments of principal and interest on bonds, notes or other obligations issued by the
District to finance Capital Costs. Capital Costs represented by debt service shall be apportioned as a Capital Cost of
the year in which the debt service falls due. Each member town’s percentage share of debt service, calculated to the
nearest one hundredth of one percent at the time such debt is issued, will remain in effect for the term of the debt for

each capital project.

Capital expenditures which qualify under net school spending are not included under Capital Costs, and instead are
included as an operating cost.

(C) Operating Costs

Operating costs shall include all costs not included in Capital Costs as defined in Section IV(B), above, but including
transportation costs (as per Section VIII of this Agreement) and interest on temporary notes issued by the District in
anticipation of revenue.

(D) Responsibility for Capital and Operating Costs

(1) Grades 7-12
Operating costs and Capital Costs, as defined above, associated with grades seven to twelve (7-12), inclusive,
of the District school or schools shall be deemed District costs and the member towns shall be assessed their
respective shares thereof in accordance with the provisions of Sections IV (F) and (G) of this Agreement.

(2) Grades pre-K-6
(a) Costs associated with the operation of grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of the District schools shall
be deemed operating costs of the District and the member towns shall be assessed their respective shares
thereof in accordance with the provisions of Section IV (G) of this Agreement.

(b) Capital Costs incurred by the Committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive, of
the District schools shall be deemed Capital Costs of the District and shall be assessed to member towns
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based on their respective shares thereof in accordance with the provisions of Section IV (E) of this
Agreement.

(E) Apportionment of Capital Costs Grades pre-K-6
(1) Capital Costs assessed to member towns prior to July 1, 2024 shall be assessed under Section IV (E) of the
Mohawk Trail Regional School District Regional Agreement adopted by member Towns May-June 2018
and approved by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education on August 1, 2018, with
amendments approved by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, October 25, 2022
(referred to hereafter as the “Prior Capital Assessment Grades pre-K to 6). Capital Costs assessed to towns
after July 1, 2024, shall be assessed to the member towns as described below in paragraphs (a) through (c)
of this Section (E) (1), (referred to hereafter as “the New Capital Assessment Calculation — pre-K to 6”),
subject to the Transition Period as provided in Paragraph (3) of this Section (E), below. Such assessments
shall be made on the basis of each town’s proportionate share of District foundation enrollment for Grades
pre-K to 6. District foundation enrollment, as defined in M.G.L. c. 70, Section 2, is determined by the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) as of October 1 of each year.

(a) Ashfield, Plainfield
Capital Costs incurred by the Committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive,
of the District school or schools serving pupils from the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield shall be

apportioned to the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield as follows:

To Ashfield: A portion of the all such Capital Costs expressed as a percentage of the total to the nearest
one-hundredth of one percent calculated as follows: by (1) computing the ratio which the population
of the Town of Ashfield bears to the total of the population of the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield,
and by (2) computing the ratio which the sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enroliment of pupils
resident in the Town of Ashfield for the five most recent years bears to the sum of the District’s pre-
K-6 foundation enrollment of pupils resident in the Towns of Ashfield and Plainfield for the five most
recent years; and (3) by summing both ratios ((1) + (2)) and dividing such sum by two.

To Plainfield: A portion of the all such Capital Costs expressed as a percentage of the total to the
nearest one-hundredth of one percent calculated as follows: by (1) computing the ratio which the
population of the Town of Plainfield bears to the total of the population of the Towns of Ashfield and
Plainfield, and by (2) computing the ratio which the sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation
enrollment of pupils resident in the Town of Plainfield for the five most recent years, bears to the sum
of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollments of pupils resident in the Towns of Ashfield and
Plainfield for the five most recent years; and (3) by summing both ratios ((1) + (2)) and dividing such
sum by two.

(b) Buckland, Shelburne
Capital Costs incurred by the Committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive,

of the District school or schools serving the pupils from the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne shall
be apportioned to the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne as follows:

To Buckland: A portion of the total of all such Capital Costs expressed as a percentage of the total to
the nearest one-hundredth of one per-cent calculated as follows: by (1) computing the ratio which the
sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollment of pupils resident in the Town of Buckland for
the five most recent years bears to the sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollments of pupils
resident in the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne for the five most recent years, and by (2) expressing
such ratio as a percentage.

To Shelburne: A portion of the total of all such Capital Costs expressed as a percentage of the total to
the nearest one-hundredth of one per-cent calculated as follows: by (1) computing the ratio which the
sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollment of pupils resident in the Town of Shelburne for
the five most recent years bears to the sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollments of pupils
resident in the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne for the five most recent years, and by (2) expressing

such ratio as a percentage.

(¢) Colrain, Heath
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Capital Costs incurred by the Committee and associated with grades pre-Kindergarten to six, inclusive,
of the District school or schools serving the pupils from the Towns of Colrain and Heath shall be
apportioned to the Towns of Colrain and Heath as follows:

To Colrain: A portion of the total of all such Capital Costs expressed as a percentage of the total to the
nearest one-hundredth of one per-cent calculated as follows: by (1) computing the ratio which the sum
of District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollment of pupils resident in the Town of Colrain for the five most
recent years bears to the sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enrollments of pupils resident in the
Towns of Colrain and Heath for the five most recent years, and by (2) expressing such ratio as a
percentage. Until five years of data for both towns becomes available, the most recent years of data
shall be used to determine said ratio.

To Heath: A portion of thetotal of all such Capital Costs expressed as a percentage of the total to the
nearest one-hundredth of one per-cent calculated as follows: by (1) computing the ratio which the sum
of District’s pre-K-6 foundation enroliment of pupils resident in the Town of Heath for the five most
recent years bears to the sum of the District’s pre-K-6 foundation enroliments of pupils resident in the
Towns of Colrain and Heath for the five most recent years, and by (2) expressing such ratio as a
percentage. Until five years of data for both towns becomes available, the most recent years of data
shall be used to determine said ratio.

The Town of Colrain shall retain sole responsibility for all Capital Costs for which bonds were issued
prior to November 2022.

(2) Nothing in this Paragraph (E) shall be construed to prevent the member towns from amending this
Agreement in accordance with Section XI in order to modify and/or alter the above designated schedules
of apportionment of Capital Costs in the event subsequent school construction or reconstruction results in
a change of grade level or town assignments to the District schools.

&)

Transition Period
The transition to the New Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6 shall take place over a
period of five (5) years, beginning July 1, 2024 (for Fiscal Year 2025) and ending on June 30, 2029.

()

(b)

(©)

@
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For Fiscal Year 2025 (commencing July 1, 2024 and ending on June 30, 2025), determination of the
most recent year’s enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment Calculation
— Grades pre-K to 6 as described in this Section IV (E), and the four years prior enrollments shall be
calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6.

For Fiscal Year 2026 (commencing July 1, 2025 and ending on June 30, 2026), determination of the
most recent two years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment
Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6 as described in this Section IV (E), and the three years prior
enrollments shall be calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6.

For Fiscal Year 2027 (commencing July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027), determination of the most
recent three years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment
Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6 as described in this Section IV (E), and the two years prior enrollments
shall be calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6.

For Fiscal Year 2028 (commencing July 1, 2027 and ending June 30, 2028), determination of the most
recent four years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment
Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6 as described in this Section IV (E), and the one year prior enrollment
shall be calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades pre-K to 6.

For Fiscal Year 2029 (commencing July 1, 2028) and all subsequent years, determination of
enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades pre-K
to 6 as described in this Section IV (E).

(F) Apportionment of Capital Costs Grades 7-12

(1) Capital Costs assessed to member towns prior to July 1, 2024 shall be assessed under Section IV (F) of the
Mohawk Trail Regional School District Regional Agreement adopted by member Towns May-June 2018
and approved by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education on August 1, 2018, with
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amendments approved by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, October 25, 2022
(referred to hereafter as “the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-127). Capital Costs assessed
to towns after July 1, 2024, shall be assessed to the member towns as described below in paragraph (2) of
this Section (F) (referred to hereafter as “the New Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-12”), subject
to the Transition Period as provided in Paragraph (3) of this Section (F), below. Such assessments shall be
made on the basis of each town’s proportionate share of District foundation enrollment for Grades 7-12.
District foundation enrollment, as defined in M.G.L. ¢. 70, Section 2, is determined by the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) as of October 1 of each year.

Each member town’s share of Capital Costs associated with the District Middle School/High School as
well as District-Wide Capital Costs shall be apportioned to the member towns on the basis of said town’s
share of the District’s foundation enrollment for Grades 7-12. Each member town’s share shall be
determined by computing the ratio which Grade 7-12 students who reside in each town and are included
in the District’s foundation enrollment for each of the most recent five years bears to the District’s total
foundation enrollment for Grades 7-12 for the same five-year period, expressed as a percentage of the total
to the nearest one-hundredth of one percent.

Transition Period
The transition to the New Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-12 shall take place over a period of

five (5) years, beginning July 1, 2024 (for Fiscal Year 2025) and ending on June 30, 2029.

(a) For Fiscal Year 2025 (commencing July 1, 2024 and ending on June 30, 2025), determination of the
most recent year’s enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment Calculation
~ Grades 7-12 as described in this Section IV (F), and the four years prior enrollments shall be
calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-12).

(b) For Fiscal Year 2026 (commencing July 1, 2025 and ending on June 30, 2026), determination of the
most recent two years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment
Calculation — Grades 7-12 as described in this Section IV (F), and the three years prior enrollments
shall be calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation —Grades 7-12).

(c) ForFiscal Year 2027 (commencing July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027), determination of the most
recent three years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment
Calculation — Grades 7-12 as described in this Section IV (F), and the two years prior enrollments
shall be calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-12).

(d) For Fiscal Year 2028 (commencing July 1, 2027 and ending June 30, 2028), determination of the most
recent four years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capital Assessment
Calculation — Grades 7-12 as described in this Section IV (F), and the one year prior enrollment shall
be calculated using the Prior Capital Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-12).

(e) For Fiscal Year 2029 (commencing July 1, 2028) and all subsequent years, determination of
enrollment shall be calculated on the basis the New Capltal Assessment Calculation — Grades 7-12 as

described in this Section IV (F).

(G) Apportionment of Operating Costs
Each member town will contribute to the District no less than its minimum required local contribution as

determined by the Commissioner pursuant to M.G.L. c. 70, Section 6. Any amounts in excess of the minimum
required local contribution needed to support the District's budget will be assessed to the member towns in

accordance with this Section IV (G.)

)

@

Operating Costs assessed to member towns prior to July 1, 2024 will be assessed under Sections IV (G)
and IV (H) of the Mohawk Trail Regional School District Regional Agreement adopted by MTRSD Towns
May-June 2018 and approved by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education on August 1,
2018, with amendments approved by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Educatlon October
25,2022 (referred to hereafter as “the Prior Operating Assessment Calculation™).

Operating Costs assessed to member towns after July 1, 2024, shall be assessed as described in paragraphs
(a) through (d), below, (referred to hereafter as “the New Operating Assessment Calculation”), subject to
the Transition Period as provided in Paragraph (3) of this Section IV (G). Such assessments shall be made
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on the basis of each town’s proportionate share of District foundation enrollment. District foundation
enrollment, as defined in M.G.L. c. 70, Section 2, is determined by the Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) as of October 1 of each year.

@
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First, the Committee shall determine the proportion of the annual budget representing costs associated
with the provision of services to grades seven through twelve and the proportion representing costs
associated with all Central Office and District-Wide services, including such services to grades pre-
kindergarten through six.

Second, the Committee shall determine the average District foundation enrollment share of each
member town in grades seven through twelve, inclusive. For this purpose, each member town’s share
shall be determined by computing the ratio which Grade 7-12 students who reside in each town and
are included in the District’s foundation enrollment for each of the most recent five years bears to the
District’s total foundation enrollment for Grades.7-12 for the same five-year period, expressed as a
percentage of the total to the nearest one-hundredth of one percent.

Third, the Committee shall apportion the costs of grades seven through twelve, inclusive, to the Towns
of Hawley and Charlemont in direct proportion to each town’s five-year average share of District
foundation enrollment in grades seven through twelve, inclusive.

Fourth, the total amount in excess of the aggregate minimum required local contributions, less the
shares allocated to the Towns of Hawley and Charlemont, shall be apportioned among the District’s
six remaining member towns on the basis of each member town’s five-year average District foundation
enroliment share. For purposes of this calculation, average District foundation enrollment share for
each of the pre-K-12 Member Towns shall be based on its five-year average proportionate share of
total District foundation enrollment.

Transition Period
The transition to the New Operating Assessment Calculation shall take place over a period of five (5) years,
beginning July 1, 2024 (for Fiscal Year 2025) and ending on June 30, 2029.

()

(®)

(©)
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For Fiscal Year 2025 (commencing July 1, 2024 and ending on June 30, 2025), determination of the
most recent year’s enrollment shall be calculated on the basis of the New Operating Assessment
Calculation as described in this Section IV (G), and the four years prior enrollments shall be calculated
using the “Prior Operating Assessment Calculation™).

For Fiscal Year 2026 (commencing July 1, 2025 and ending on June 30, 2026), determination of the
most recent two years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis of the New Operating Assessment
Calculation as described in this Section IV (G), and the three years prior enrollments shall be
calculated using the Prior Operating Assessment Calculation.

For Fiscal Year 2027 (commencing July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027), determination of the most
recent three years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis of the New Operating Assessment
Calculation as described in this Section IV (G), and the two years prior enrollments shall be calculated
using the Prior Operating Assessment Calculation.

For Fiscal Year 2028 (commencing July 1, 2027 and ending June 30, 2028), determination of the most
recent four years of enrollment shall be calculated on the basis of the New Operating Assessment
Calculation as described in this Section IV (G), and the one year prior enrollment shall be calculated
using the Prior Operating Assessment Calculation.

For Fiscal Year 2029 (commencing July 1, 2028) and all subsequent years, determination of
enroliment shall be calculated on the basis of the New Operating Assessment Calculation as described
in this Section IV (G).

(H) Times of Payment of Apportioned Costs

Each member town shall pay to the District in each fiscal year its proportionate share, certified as provided in
subsection VI(B), of the capital and operating costs. Except as otherwise provided in subsection VI(A), the annual
share of each member town shall be paid in such amounts and at such times that at least the following percentages of
such annual share shall be paid on or before the dates indicated, respectively:
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August 1 16.25%
October 1 - 36.25%
December 1 50.00%
February 1 67.50%
April 1 87.50%
May 1 100.00%

(I) Special Funds
The District School Commitiee shall not interfere with a town’s or Local Education Council’s use of trust funds or

other special funds, including separate town meeting articles, intended for the enhancement of the educational
opportunities for that town’s pupils at the pre-K-6 grades only. The operations budget shall not be reduced by the

receipt of such funds.

Or take any other action related thereto

ARTICLE 23: AMENDMENT: MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AGREEMENT
(BUDGET DEVELOPMENT) ‘

To see if the Town will vote to amend the MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT — REGIONAL
DISTRICT AGREEMENT by striking the following language contained in Section VI — Budget:

(A) Tentative Maintenance and Operating Budget
On or before February 8%, the Committee shall annually prepare a tentative maintenance and operating budget for the

next fiscal year, including therein provision for any installment of principal or interest to become due in such year on
any bonds or other evidence of indebtedness of the District and any other capital costs to be apportioned to the member
towns in such year. The said budget shall be in reasonable detail, including the amounts payable under the following
classifications of expenses and such other classifications as may be necessary:

1. Administration

2. Instruction

3. Other School Services

4. Operation and Maintenance of Plant

5.Fixed Charges

6. Community Services

7. Acquisition of Fixed Assets

8.Debt Retirement and Debt Service

9. Programs with Other Districts and Private Schools
10. Transportation

Copies of such tentative budget shall be mailed to the chairperson of the board of selectmen and finance committee
of such town. '

(B) Final Maintenance and Operating Budget
The Committee shall on or before March 1 in each year adopt an annual maintenance and operating budget for the

next fiscal year, said budget to include debt and interest charges and any other current capital costs as separate items,
and shall apportion the amounts necessary to be raised in order to meet the said budget in accordance with the
provisions of subsections IV(E) and IV(F) and with the provisions of sub-section IV(G), provided however, that the
Committee shall adopt said annual maintenance and operating budget for the next fiscal year not later than forty-five
days prior to the earliest date on which the business session of the annual town meeting of any member town is to be
held, but not later than March 1, and further provided that said annual maintenance and operating budget need not be
adopted prior to January 18. The amounts so apportioned for each member town shall, within twenty days from the
date on which the annual budget is adopted by the regional school district committee, and not later than March 10,
be certified by the District treasurer to the treasurers of the member towns.

(C) High School Operating and Maintenance Budget for the purpose of Determining Tuition

For the purposes of determining tuition, the High School Operating and Maintenance Budget is defined as that portion
of the budget relating to expenditures for high school level pupils in grades seven through twelve, inclusive. Budget
lines for shared high school and elementary school costs, including but not limited to Administration and
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Transportation, shall be apportioned by computing the ratio which the grades 7-12 average pupil enrollment in the
regional district on October 1 of each of the five years next preceding the year for which the apportionment is
determined bears to the total average pupil enrollment from all member towns in the Regional School District for the
same five year period (note: pre-K enrollment will be included in the calculation beginning in FY18 and will include
the data from October 1, 2015 and October 1, 2016). The High School Operating and Maintenance Budget shall not
include any cost for capital debt retirement or debt service.

(D) Vote on the Annual Budget

For purposes of voting on the annual budget by the member towns, the approval of the District’s
annual budget by the town meetings of each pre-K-12 Member Town shall constitute two “units” towards
approval or disapproval of the annual District budget, while Hawley and Charlemont shall have one “unit”
each, with a total of ten units needed to approve the annual budget.

and replacing said language with the following:

(A) Tentative Maintenance and Operating Budget

On or before February 15%, the Committee shall annually prepare a tentative maintenance and operating budget for
the next fiscal year, including therein provision for any installment of principal or interest to become due in such year
on any bonds or other evidence of indebtedness of the District and any other capital costs to be apportioned to the
member towns in such year. The said budget shall be in reasonable detail, including the amounts payable under the
following classifications of expenses and such other classifications as may be necessary:

1. Administration

2. Instruction

3. Other School Services

4. Operation and Maintenance of Plant

5.Fixed Charges

6. Community Services

7. Acquisition of Fixed Assets

8. Debt Retirement and Debt Service

9. Programs with Other Districts and Private Schools
10. Transportation

Copies of such tentative budget shall be delivered via mail or email to the chairperson of the board of selectmen and
finance committee of each member town.

(B) Final Maintenance and Operating Budget

The Committee shall on or before March 1 in each year adopt by a two-thirds vote of the full Committee an annual
maintenance and operating budget for the next fiscal year, said budget to include debt and interest charges and any
other current capital costs as separate items, and shall apportion the amounts necessary to be raised in order to meet
the said budget in accordance with the provisions of subsections IV(E) and IV(F) and with the provisions of sub-
section IV(G), provided however, that the Committee shall adopt said annual maintenance and operating budget for
the next fiscal year not later than forty-five days prior to the earliest date on which the business session of the annual
town meeting of any member town is to be held, but not later than March 1, and further provided that said annual
maintenance and operating budget need not be adopted prior to January 18. The amounts so apportioned for each
member town shall, within thirty days from the date on which the annual budget is adopted by the regional school
district committee, and not later than March 31, be certified by the District treasurer to the treasurers of the member
towns.

(C) High School Operating and Maintenance Budget for the purpose of Determining Tuition

For the purposes of determining tuition, the High School Operating and Maintenance Budget is defined as that
portion of the budget relating to expenditures for high school level pupils in grades seven through twelve, inclusive.
Budget lines for shared high school and elementary school costs, including but not limited to Administration and
Transportation, shall be apportioned by computing the ratio which Grade 7-12 students who reside in member towns
and are included in the District’s foundation enrollment for each of the most recent five years bears to the District’s
total foundation enrollment for Grades Pre-K to 12 for the same five-year period, expressed as a percentage of the
total to the nearest one-hundredth of one percent. The High School Operating and Maintenance Budget shall not
include any cost for capital debt retirement or debt service.
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(D) Vote on the Annual Budget
Consistent with Chapter 31 of the Acts of 2017, for purposes of voting on the annual budget by the

member towns, the approval of the District’s annual budget by the town meetings of each pre-K-12 Member
Town shall constitute two “units” towards approval or disapproval of the annual District budget, while
Hawley and Charlemont shall have one “unit” each, with a total of ten units needed to approve the annual

budget.

ARTICLE 24: AMENDMENT: MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AGREEMENT
(EFFECTIVE DATE)

To see if the Town will vote to amend the MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT — REGIONAL
DISTRICT AGREEMENT by striking the following language contained in Section XV Effective Date:

This amended Agreement shall take full effect in accordance with its terms on July 1, 2018 and shall supersede the
prior District Agreement, including any prior amendments.

and replacing said language with the following:

This amended Agreement shall take full effect in accordance with its terms, following approval by all member
towns and by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, on July 1, 2023, and shall supersede the
prior District Agreement, including any prior amendments. Nothing in this amended Agreement shall affect the
apportionment of assessments to member towns prior to Fiscal Year 2025.







You are directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copies thereof at the Post Office, the Public
Library in Buckland Center and Buckland Town Hall, 17 State Street, in said Town, seven days at least,
before the time of holding said election and meeting.

A copy of this warrant is also available on the Town website https://www.town.buckland.ma.us/

Thereof fail not, and make due return of this warrant, with your doings, thereon, to the Town Clerk, at the
time and place of the meeting as aforesaid.

Given under our hands this 25® day of April in the year Two Thousand Twenty-Three.

P DOyl

BARRY L. DEL CASTILHO — Chair, Select Board

CLINTON PHILLIPS — Membee Select Board
'
LAE WRENCE WELLS — Member, Select Board

CONSTABLE'S RETURN

FRANKLIN, SS

Pursuant to the within warrant I have notified and warned the inhabitants of the Town of Buckland by
posting attested copies of same at three public places and at least seven days before the day hereof, as

within directed.

CONSTABLE: 7 2(7 3

| DATE: %’ e~ S







