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Helena Farrell 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments 

12 Olive Street, Suite 2 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Re: Open Space and Recreation Plan  

 

Dear Ms. Farrell: 

 

Thank you for submitting the draft Open Space and Recreation Plan for Buckland to this office 

for review and compliance with the current Open Space and Recreation Plan Requirements.  This plan 

was particularly thorough and has been conditionally approved through April 2028.  Conditional approval 

will allow the town to participate in DCS grant rounds through April 2028, and a grant award may be 

offered to the town.  However, no final grant payments will be made until the plan is completed. 

 

Once the following items are addressed, your plan will receive final approval: 

 

1. Introduction – the Planning Process and Public Participation section should discuss how the 

survey, forum, and public input session were advertised.  How were the forum and public 

input session different from one another? 

2. History of the Community – please include more 20th and 21st century history. 

3. Vegetation – the required public shade trees section is missing and must be included. 

4. Fisheries and Wildlife – please add a general inventory of fisheries and wildlife species. 

5. Section 5 – the table that lists town-owned conservation and recreation properties must be 

expanded to include columns on recreation potential and type of grant, if any, that was used 

to purchase and/or renovate the property.  Please note that the Recreation Area is permanently 

protected since it received a PARC grant, as well as the fact that it is dedicated parkland.       

6. Analysis of Needs – a discussion of what will specifically be done for the needs of special 

groups, such as teens, should be added. 

7. Maps – the Water Resources map should include watersheds, the Unique Features map is 

missing numbers in the column of the table on that map, the Inventory map should include 

the Recreation Area and denote it as permanently protected, the Zoning map is missing and 

must be added. 

8. ADA – this section is missing facility inventory forms for town-owned conservation 

properties. 

 



Congratulations on undertaking such an important task!  Please contact me 

melissa.cryan@mass.gov if you have any questions or concerns, and I look forward to reviewing your 

final plan. 
 

Sincerely, 

       Melissa Cryan 

Melissa Cryan 

Grant Programs Supervisor 
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