
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE 

JAN. 26, 2021 

 

Town Clerk’s Position_Resignation: 

I accepted, with so much regret, the resignation of Town Clerk Elizabeth Cerone on 

Monday, yesterday.  

As you know Elizabeth was elected into office last June, filling the vacancy left by 

retiring Clerk Janice Purington. Elizabeth served the Town exceptionally well while in 

office and navigated us through an unprecedented presidential election like a seasoned 

Clerk. She also presided over the Annual Town Meeting and a Special Town Meeting, 

both held outside in pandemic conditions. She truly accomplished so much in such a 

short time. But I have discussed her decision several times and explored all the options. 

This is, unfortunately, her decision. 

Chapter 41, Sec. 14 provides guidance for this situation. The Select Board has the 

power to appoint a temporary clerk until a permanent clerk can be voted into office at 

the May Annual Town Election.  

It would be my recommendation that we advertise for the position, using a very short 

window for interested applicants. Because there is not restriction that an interim Town 

Clerk has to be from Buckland it seems wise to cast the net wide enough to see if there 

is anyone with any experience to get us through until May. The interim Town Clerk will 

be responsible for running that election as well as handling any day-to-day 

responsibilities in the Clerk’s office. If we begin advertising as soon as tomorrow, we 

could plan to interview / appoint at your next meeting, Feb. 9th.   

Elizabeth will work through the Special Town Meeting on the 13th and certify those 

results but those will be her last days in the office. We will need someone in the office 

immediately as the town election nomination papers will be available staring Feb. 17th.  

 

COVID-19 Governor’s Order 55: 

The Covid-19 Task Force has developed a letter of warning that will be used to address 

the few instances we are still seeing of residents not wearing face coverings. These 

instances are primarily at the transfer station but the letter is designed to be applicable 

to anywhere in the Town of Buckland.  

 

Showtime Filming Update:  

The Showtime crew has committed to filming the 1st two weeks of April in Buckland and 

in Shelburne. The production crew has been assembling in Town every few weeks and 

using the 2nd floor of the Town Hall as their hub / warming station / lunch room. They 

have been incredibly gracious guests, setting up and breaking down the tables with 



each use and sanitizing the space after. They even take home their own trash. While 

they are outside they practice social distancing and wear face coverings. You can tell 

the safety measures are important to them. We are, at this time, collecting $500 per use 

of the building. This money will be deposited into the general fund until a Special 

Revenue (revolving) Account can be created at the Annual Town Meeting. Those funds 

will then be available to pay expenses or make improvements to public spaces used 

during the filming.  

 

Low Income Community Solar: 

Colonial Power Group, the company we are currently working with to offer the 

community electricity aggregation program, is considering how to offer Low-Income 

Community Solar in connection with the current aggregation program.   The program 

was developed by Colonial to further enhance the Town’s renewable energy goals and 

would deliver the benefits to the residential assistance customers participating in the 

Town’s municipal aggregation program.  Colonial will set up a Zoom call with the 

communities that are interested in further exploring the concept of Low-Income 

Community Solar for municipal aggregation. I plan to participate.  

 

Special Town Meeting Voter Registration: 

Voter Registration for the February 13, 2021 Special Town Meeting will be held on 

February 3, 2021. You must be a registered voter to vote at this meeting. Hours for 

Voter Registration are 2:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. in the Town 

Clerk's office. Please wear a mask and adhere to social distancing.  

 

 





1 7  ST A TE  ST RE ET -  B UC KL A ND  •  SH E LB UR NE  FAL LS ,  MA  • 01 37 0  

P H ON E:  ( 41 3 )  62 5 - 6 33 0  •  FA X:  (4 13 )  6 25 -8 57 0  
 

 

 

Date: ______________ 

Re: Governor’s COVID-19 Order #55 

To: 

It has come to the attention of the Buckland Board of Health and the Buckland 

Police Dept that on [date] at or around [time], at [location], you  were observed 

not in compliance with the Governor’s Order #55 which requires all persons 

to wear face-coverings in all public places, even where they are able to 

maintain 6 feet of distance from others.  

The Buckland Board of Health and the Buckland Police Department are 

authorized to enforce this order. Violation of this order may result in a civil fine 

up to $300.00 per violation.  

The intention of this notice is to educate you about Order #55 and advise you of 

the consequences of non-compliance. This notice shall be considered a 

warning. Future non-compliance may result in a fine. We further ask that you 

remain in compliance when on other Town Property or in a public space.  

For your convenience we have enclosed a copy of the Governor’s Order #55 as 

well as the Board of Health’s Transfer Station Covid-19 protocols. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

Buckland Board of Health  & Buckland Police Department  

 

 

 

 

T O W N  O F  B U C K L A N D                                   

M A S S A C H U S E T T S  



Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Title VII CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS

Chapter 41 OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF CITIES, TOWNS AND
DISTRICTS

Section 14 TEMPORARY CLERK

Section 14. If the office of city clerk is vacant, or if a city clerk is unable
to perform the duties required by chapters fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, the
mayor shall appoint a temporary clerk to perform such duties. If at a town
meeting the office of town clerk is vacant, or if the town clerk is absent,
the meeting shall elect by ballot a temporary clerk. The selectmen, or in
their absence three persons chosen at the meeting in such manner as the
voters present shall determine, shall receive and count the votes and
declare the election of such clerk. If in case of a vacancy other duties than
those required of a town clerk at a town meeting are to be performed, or
if he is unable to perform such duties, the selectmen may in writing under
their hands appoint a clerk for the performance thereof, who shall be
sworn and shall, in the performance of such duties, have the same powers
and be subject to the same requirements and penalties as the town clerk,
and he shall immediately make a record of his election or appointment. A
temporary clerk appointed under this section shall not be required to be a
resident nor a registered voter of the city or town.











Buckland Board of Health 

Transfer Station Protocols for COVID-19 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has 

declared a State of Emergency in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Buckland has declared a state of emergency due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, the Buckland Board of Health has determined that the situation 

poses a present, reasonable, and imminent danger to public health and the 

general welfare of the people of Buckland, and recognizes the importance 

and necessity of maintaining minimum Social Distancing of 6 feet; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Health requires all residents of Buckland 

to observe the following practices when visiting the Buckland Transfer 

Station for the purpose of disposing or dropping of trash, garbage, 

recyclables or other items:  

• Only one party at a time may use each of the disposal facilities 

available. Disposal facilities include:  

 

o Garbage dumpster 

o Paper/Cardboard dumpster 

o Mixed Recycling dumpster 

o Metals dumpster 

o Hazardous materials shed 

 

A “party” is considered to be a single individual, or more than one 

individual from the same household.  

 

• Face coverings are required at all times within the boundaries of the 

Transfer Station, including when inside a vehicle  

 

• Residents must remain in their vehicles, in an orderly queue, while 

waiting to access the garbage, paper/cardboard, or recycling 

dumpsters. 



 

• Residents should only advance their vehicle to the next dumpster 

when the vehicle in front of them has left that dumpster. 

 

• There is to be no leaving the queue to advance to the next dumpster 

out of turn. 

 

• Residents needing assistance with the disposal of their garbage bags 

should honk for the attendant and remain in their vehicle while the 

attendant retrieves bags from the trunk or bed of their vehicle.  

 

• Only one party at a time si allowed on the deck at either the 

paper/cardboard or mixed recycling dumpsters. If a transfer station 

attendant is working on the deck of the recycling dumpster, the 

attendant will maintain at least a 6 foot distance, waiting at the end of 

the deck farthest from the steps, until the party disposing recyclables 

has exited the deck. 

 

• Residents will check with the transfer Station attendant for 

instructions when disposing materials in the Metal dumpster or 

dropping of items for the Hazardous materials shed. 

 

This order will remain in effect until otherwise rescinded by the Board of 

Health. This order is enforceable by the Buckland Board of Health & their 

agent(s) and the Buckland Police Department. 

 

 

 

__________________________    Date: ___________ 

Randy Crochier 

As Agent for the Buckland Board of Health 

CPHS Health Agent 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments 


