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   Buckland Energy Committee 
Meeting Minutes: 17 June 2020, 7:00 p.m., (held via Buckland Zoom account) 

Present: Committee Members: Ellen Kaufmann, Michael Novack, Penny Novack, Margaret 
Olin, Harvey Schaktman, Brian Summer 

Facilitator: Ellen Kaufmann Scribe: Margaret Olin 

1.	Open	the	meeting.		

2.	Review	and	approve	minutes	from	23	March	2020	meeting.	
•	Approved	unanimously	as	written.	

3.	Discussion	of	solarize	programs	–	past,	present,	&	future	–	including	state/federal	
incentives	for	residents,	businesses,	and	municipalities,	community	solar	initiatives;	
moving	forward	with	awarded	META	Grant	for	Community	Shared	Solar	feasibility	
study	and	approved	proposal	from	Northeast	Solar	(currently	in	Phase	1)	

•	No	updates	yet;	still	in	progress	

4.	Discussion	of	local	and	regional	energy-related	issues,	including:		
•	MCAP		
•	Rail	transport	of	fossil	and	other	fuels;	concerns	about	derailments,	remaining	
railroad	ties	and	debris	along	tracks		
•	State-proposed	energy	legislation,	including	proposed	“woodlands	partnership”;	
response	to	Northern	Pass;	PACE	Program	&	Green	Works	
•	Alternative	electric	power	suppliers;	regional	municipal	electricity	aggregation	
plan	updates	
•	MassSave	program	updates		
•	New	Massachusetts	programs:	(through	Mass	CEC	and	DOER;	Center	for	
EcoTechnology	--CET)	
•	Municipal	lighting/streetlights	
•	Recycle-able/biodegradable	plastic	bags;	single-use	plastics	

°	Municipal	Electricity	Aggregation	Plan:		
--	Margaret	reported	on	virtual	meeting	with	Colonial	Power	26	March:	
review	of	DPU	order	(approved	07	Feb	2020;	all	compliance	filings	
submitted	by	26	March	2020),	discussion	of	indicative	pricing	(group	
&	individual	town),	possible	products	from	which	to	select,	timeline	for	
next	steps	

--	14	April	Select	Board	Zoom	meeting:	Colonial	Power	attended,	Ellen	
and	Margaret	attended:	Municipal	Aggregation	RFP	okayed.	

--	Colonial	Power	issued	RFP	for	potential	suppliers	before	the	end	of	
April.	Indicative	pricing	became	available	by	13	May,	and	town’s	signed	
executable	pricing	happened	20	May	(towns	chose	standard	product	
and	optional	product(s)	–	towns	could	decide	individually	on	which	
products	to	choose);	there	are	2	different	time	periods	for	rates:	the	
initial	5	months	(August	–	December	2020,	at	a	lower	rate	than	
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Eversource’s	current	summer	rate),	and	a	slightly	higher	rate	for	
January	2021	–	Jan	2024	

--	Buckland’s	standard	rate	meets	Mass	RPS	(Renewable	Portfolio	
Standard);	Buckland’s	optional	selection	is	100%	wind	

--	DPU-approved	consumer	notification	letter	and	materials	will	be	
mailed	to	each	Buckland	resident	on	Eversource	Basic	service	starting	
mid-June	(Buckland	letterhead,	Dynegy	return	address)	with	
information	on	program,	rates,	timing,	and	opt-out	information	plus	
information	on	how	to	choose	the	100%	wind	option.	

--	For	residents	who	do	not	opt	out,	Dynegy	will	be	their	supplier	starting	
with	the	August	2020	meter	read,	and	Dynegy	will	be	listed	as	their	
supplier	on	their	Eversource	bill;	opt-out	deadline	is	22	July	(though	
residents	can	choose	to	opt	out	at	any	future	time	and	there	is	no	fee	
for	doing	so).	

--	Colonial	Power	has	a	FAQ	page	for	Buckland	on	their	website:	
https://colonialpowergroup.com/buckland/	

--	Residents	can	contact	Colonial	Power	or	Dynegy	directly	for	help	and	
information.	

--	Colonial	Power	sent	all	towns	an	individual	and	a	14-town	group	press	
release	to	be	sent	to	local	papers	

--	Colonial	Power	suggested	that	towns	post	information	on	town	
websites	also.	On	28	May,	Buckland	posted	FAQ	page	on	the	home	
page,	under	“News”	–	currently:	
https://www.town.buckland.ma.us/home/news/community-choice-
electricity-rates-approved-buckland		

--	Discussed	possibilities	of	public	informational	meetings	via	Zoom.	

°	Mass	Save:	discussed	their	rebate	program	for	recycling	old	appliances	–	
locally	on	hold	(can’t	do	pick-ups	due	to	pandemic).	

°	No	updates	on	Green	Communities	Grant	(GCG)	/	Metropolitan	Area	
Planning	Council	(MAPC)	Grant-funded	streetlight	project.			

°	No	updates	on	plastics,	though	with	the	current	Massachusetts	restrictions	
on	customers	bringing	their	own	bags,	Buckland’s	plastic	bag	guidelines	
are	not	currently	being	strictly	enforced.	

5.	Update	on	past	Green	Communities	Grant	applications;	planning	for	2020	
•	continue	discussion	on	potential	projects	to	include	in	future	applications,	
especially	those	that	will	bring	us	closer	to	the	20%	reduction	in	energy	use	marker		
•	DOER	updates?	

°	No	updates,	and	until	the	2019	GCG	for	the	streetlight	project	is	finished,	we	
can’t	apply	for	any	future	Green	Communities	Grants.	
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6.		Continue	discussion	of	future	public	events,	including:		
•	Future	winserts	workshop?	Public	forum	on	energy	issues?	
•	Spring/Summer	2020	film	series	and/or	discussion	groups;		
•	budget	for	events	

°	Due	to	pandemic,	no	such	public	events	are	possible	at	this	time.	
However,	perhaps	there	could	be	Zoom	meetings	around	the	Municipal	
Electricity	Aggregation	(Community	Choice	Power	Supply	Program)	with	
rep	from	Colonial	Power	or	Dynegy	participating.	

7.	Update	on	MVP	Grant	current	and	future;	Hazard	Mitigation	Plan	Update	

•	Planned	07	April	public	forum	–	and	planned	recorded	follow-up	public	
comment	period	–	did	not	occur	due	to	COVID-19	precautions.	

8.	Report	back	about	other	meetings/	activities	in	which	committee	members	
participate.	

•	None	
9.	Other	items	not	reasonably	anticipated	

•	None.	

10.	Choose	facilitator	and	scribe	for	next	meeting.		

•	(Regular	meetings	discontinued	while	state	of	emergency	in	effect;	during	this	
time,	meetings	will	be	called	&	posted	on	an	as-needed	basis,	and	held	
teleconference.)	

11.	Adjourn	meeting	


