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Buckland Select Board 
Meeting Minutes 

April 18, 2023  5:30 p.m. 
Buckland Town Hall 

Virtual Participation Also Available Via Zoom 

Listing of Topics 

Appointments 

>  6:00 p.m. - Central Hydro Recreation Management Plan, Andrea Donlon & Bruce Lessels 
>  6:30 p.m. - Buckland Council on Aging, Senior Services District Board of Managers & Mass 
in Motion Initiative 

Agenda Items 

>  Town Election - Letter to Democratic Committee 
>  FY 24 Budget 
>  Review FY24 COLAs 
 >  Employees 
 >  Retirees 
>  Annual Town Meeting Warrant 
>  Extension of FY20 CDBG to June 30, 2023,  and related contract amendments with 
Community Action and Breezeway Farm Consulting 
>  Update on South Street closure 
>  Sewer Commissioners - Advertisement for Chief Operator position, permanent full-time.  

Documents to Sign 

>  Contract & Grant Documents 
>  Permits & Licenses  
>  Minutes 

Items Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair 48 Hours in Advance of Meeting 

Select Board Member Concerns 

Town Administrator’s Report 

Public Comment 

Volunteer Recognition 
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Announcements & Upcoming Meetings 

Attendees 
Barry Del Castilho - Select Board Chair 
Clinton Phillips - Select Board Vice-chair 
Lawrence Wells - Select Board Member 
Heather Butler - Town Administrator 
Dana McNay - Falls Cable  
Mary Bolduc - Select Board Clerk 
Karen Blom - Town Clerk 
Phoebe Walker - Town Moderator 
Janice Fleuriel - Council on Aging 
Ellen Eller - Council on Aging 
Rachel Stoler - Mass in Motion  
Joanne Soroka - Council on Aging 
Andrea Donlon - Present for 6:00 Appointment 
Bruce Lessels - Present for 6:00 p.m. Appointment 
Carmela Lanza-Weil - Board of Health 
Marilyn Kelsey - Resident 
Kate Conlin - MTWP 

Meeting 
Mr. Del Castilho opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

Appointments 

>  6:00 p.m. -  Central Hydro Recreation Management Plan, Andrea Donlon & Bruce Lessels - 
Andrea Donlon and Bruce Lessels reviewed Central Hydro’s proposed recreation management 
plan and made recommendations to update and revise the plan to better serve the Town of 
Buckland.  Mr. Phillips moved to sign the letter drafted by Ms. Donlon and Mr. Lessels stating 
the requests of the Town, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  
Ms. Butler thanked Ms. Donlon and Mr. Lessels for their commitment to this project. 

>  6:30 p.m. - Buckland Council on Aging, Senior Services District Board of Managers & Mass 
in Motion Initiative - Ellen Eller, Joanne Soroka, and Janice Fleuriel of the Council on Aging 
were present to ask the Select Board for input and dialog on the Board of Managers for the 
Senior District and other related topics for the senior community.  Rachel Stoler of Mass in 
Motion was also in attendance to  discuss their initiative, the opportunities it could afford 
Buckland, and the ways in which it might dovetail with Life Path and/or other age friendly 
projects. Discussion followed covering funding and municipalities opting in or out of the 
program.  Ms. Stoler stated she is available to attend meetings and working groups.  Ms. Butler 
will bring back a proposal with MOU to a future meeting.   
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Agenda Items 

>  Town Election, Letter to Democratic Committee - Karen Blom, Town Clerk, prepared a letter 
in accordance with MGL for signature by the Select Board.  Mr. Phillips moved to authorize the 
Select Board Chair to sign the letter to the Democratic Committee,  seconded by Mr. Wells.  
During  discussion,  Town Moderator Phoebe Walker stated that anyone interested being on the 
Buckland Democratic Committee , please be in touch. She also gave an overview of  the 
committee’s function. Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. Because of a scheduling 
conflict, Ms Blom will not be available to attend Town Meeting and presented the Board with the 
process of authorizing a Temporary Town Clerk.  Elizabeth Cerone has agreed to serve in that 
capacity.  

>  FY 24 Budget - Current budget draft shows a deficit of $151,262.  Recommendation from the 
Finance Committee to put a question on the Annual Town Election of a Prop 2 1/2 Override.  
This item was tabled; no action taken.  

>  Review FY24 COLAs 
 >  Employees - Current Budget is modeled at 3.5%.  Mr. Del Castilho moved to confirm 
a 3.5% COLA for current employees, seconded by Mr. Phillips.  Vote in favor of the motion was 
unanimous.  
 >  Retirees - According to the Retirement Executive Director, the 2/3 has been met and 
the 2% is approved.  Mr. Phillips moved to confirm the additional 2% COLA for retirees (on the 
first $17K), seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. 

>  Annual Town Meeting Warrant - Article 3, regarding shared police budget, was discussed. It 
was decided that Mr. Del Castilho and Chief Bardwell would speak to the shared services at 
Town Meeting. Ms. Butler stated she would have a second motion available in the event shared 
services did not pass. Marilyn Kelsey inquired about the budget and if shared policing was 
included; Ms. Butler responded and Ms. Walker, Town Moderator, added that she would clearly 
indicate to meeting attendees what was being voted on.  

Order of articles was addressed and if any could/would be voted together.  

Voting the budget and corresponding override were discussed and how that will be presented at 
Town Meeting.  Ms. Butler stated that the Finance Committee has several budget models should 
the budget not pass, but no possible cuts will be addressed at this time. It was also emphasized 
that shared police services was the least expensive way to address police reform, thus having less 
impact on the budget.  

>  Extension of FY20 CDBG to June 30, 2023 and related contract amendments with Community 
Action and Breezeway Farm Consulting - DHCD has approved the Town’s request to extend the 
FY20 CDBG to June 30, 2023 and to use surplus funds to support the Food Pantry.  The Town 
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should now execute a contract amendment with Community Action Pioneer to extend their 
contract and increase the amount of their award.  In addition, the Town should extend Breezeway 
Farm Consulting’s contract for grant administration to the new end date of the grant.  Mr. Phillips 
moved to extend  the contract with Community Action Pioneer Valley to provide Food Pantry 
Services to Buckland to June 30, 2023, to increase the contract value by $4,111.27, and to extend 
the contract with Breezeway Farm Consulting, Inc. to June 30, 2023.  He also moved to 
authorize the Select board Chair to sign all related extension ad budget amendment documents.  
Mr. Wells seconded the motion and vote in favor was unanimous.  

>  Update on South Street closure - Ms. Butler reached out to Mass DOT.  South Street is on 
target for opening up on May 1st.  

>  Sewer Commissioners, Advertisement for Chief Operator position, permanent full-time - The 
Town is advertising for a full time Chief Operator  position for the Waste Water Treatment 
Facility.  Brief discussion followed including thoughts/concerns on the Town Administrator 
serving as Sewer Administrator and whether or not that constitutes a conflict of interest.  

Documents to Sign 

>  Contract & Grant Documents - There were none.  
>  Permits & Licenses  -  
A permit was submitted by  Buckland-Shelburne Youth Baseball for a parade on April 22, 2023. 
The parade will start at 10:00 a.m. from the Iron Bridge and continue down Conway Street to 
Cricket Field. Mr. Phillips moved to approve/sign the permit, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in 
favor of the motion was unanimous. 

Ms. Lanza-Weil, attending on Zoom, asked if the original permit she had submitted for use of 
Town Hall on May 5 could be extended to include May 3 and May 4. Mr. Phillips moved to 
approve the extensions contingent on no conflicts with other scheduled uses of Town Hall.  Mr. 
De Castilho seconded, and vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  

>  Minutes - Mr. Phillips moved to approve the March 21, 2023 Minutes, seconded by Mr. Wells.  
Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  

Items Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair 48 Hours in Advance of Meeting - There were 
no unanticipated items.  

Select Board Member Concerns -   Concerns were expressed in conflict of interest discussion 
regarding Sewer Commissioners Agenda Item.  

Town Administrator’s Report -  There was no Town Administrator’s Report.  
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Public Comment - Marilyn Kelsey had a question about the Senior Center line item, and also 
asked who the new Veterans’ Administrator is for the area.  During Warrant discussion earlier in 
the meeting, Ms. Kelsey also asked how much the proposed override would impact property 
taxes. 

Kate Conlin gave a recap of the Mohawk Trail Woodland Partnership, spoke in favor of the 
partnership, and would be happy to address it at Annual Town Meeting or answer any questions 
that may arise. Brief discussion followed.  

Volunteer Recognition - Youth Baseball organizers and volunteers were recognized for all the 
work done at Cricket Field in preparation for this season.  

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings - Annual Town Meeting is May 6 at 10 a.m in the 
Mohawk Trail School Auditorium. The Select Board Schedule for May is the 16th and 30th, and 
there is one meeting remaining in April on April 25 at 5:00 p.m.  The annual Town Election is 
June 6, 2023.    

With no further business or announcements, Mr. Phillips moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. 
Wells,  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by Select Board Clerk, Mary Bolduc, May 16, 2023 

Signed: 

Barry Del Castilho______________________________________________________________ 

Clinton Phillips_________________________________________________________________ 

Lawrence Wells_________________________________________________________________
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Buckland Select Board
Meeting Minutes

March 21, 2023  5:30 p.m.
Buckland Town Hall

Listing of Topics

Appointments - 
>  Dog Hearing - Charles Patenaude, 60 Purinton Road

Agenda Items
>  Appointments:  Board of Registrars, Jim Picardi
>  Annual Election, position approval, Board of Health
>  FY20 Community Development Block Grant, contract extension & budget 

transfer
>  Comcast Cable HD Connection, Cable Advisory Committee recommendation
>  Municipal Aggregation Request for Proposal Signatory Authorization
>  Highway Salt Shed Design & Location 
>  FY24 Budget

Regional School Assessment
Shared Policing Cost Sharing
Proposition 2 1/2 Override Discussion

Documents to Sign
>  Contract & Grant Documents - n/a
>  Permits & Licenses - 

Cooperative Public Health Service, Health Training
Traffic Light Control Box Painting
Bridge Dinner
Marlboro Morris Men 

>  Minutes

Items Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair 48 Hours in Advance of Meeting

Select Board Member Concerns

Town Administrator’s Report

Public Comment

Volunteer Recognition

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings

Attendees
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Barry Del Castilho - Select Board Chair
Clinton Phillips - Select Board Vice-chair
Lawrence Wells - Select Board Member
Heather Butler - Town Administrator
Mary Bolduc - Boards’ Clerk
Dana McNay - Falls Cable
Dena Willmore - Finance Committee 
Larry Langford - Finance Committee
Paula Consolo - Finance Committee
Martha Thurber - School Committee
Greg Bardwell - Police Chief
Charles Patenaude - Resident, Dog Owner
Kyle Dragon - Animal Control Officer, FCSO
Naureen Collins 
Cheyenne Lincoln
Terri Haire 
Brian Cook
Brain Frampton

Meeting
Mr. Del Castilho opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Appointments - 
>  Dog Hearing - Charles Patenaude, 60 Purinton Road - Mr. Charles Patenaude 

was sent a letter (by certified mail and hand delivered) informing him that at the request 
of Animal Control Officer Kyle Dragon the Buckland Select board would hold a public 
hearing to determine whether he is in violation of a nuisance dog order issued on July 
26, 2022. Mr. Patenaude was present for the hearing on this date, March 21, 2023.

Mr. Dragon stated the dogs have not caused personal injury .

Mr. Dragon swore in all witnesses present. He stated that the order of testimony would 
be witnesses, then dog owner.

Witness Brian Cook - Lived on property of Mr. Patenaude. Stated dogs not dangerous, 
but do jump on people and stop plows.  Dogs are not controlled but should not be put 
down (euthanized).

Witness Naureen Collins - Visits daughter and her boyfriend who live on Purinton Rd.  
Mr. Patenaude’s dogs chased Ms. Collin’s car and she was too frightened to exit her 
vehicle until daughter’s boyfriend came out to help her.  She is terrified to go down that 
road and stopped visiting after fourth trip. Neighbors are afraid of retaliation; dogs do 
the same to other vehicles.  Caused damage to her car. Accused dogs’ owners of 
laughing when dogs chase vehicles and intimidate drivers. 
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Witness Cheyenne Lincoln - Has witnessed dogs attacking neighbors that live in area 
who have to travel in vicinity of Patenaude residence; addressed fear and intimidation 
experienced by neighbors.

Witness Brain Frampton - Lives on Mr. Patenaude’s property.  Spoke in favor of the 
dogs’ behavior; not aggressive or dangerous. 

Witness Diane Terrill - Stated that dogs are curious when she visits property and 
referred to them as sweet, gentle giants.

Witness Terri Haire - Wife of Charles Patenaude.  Denied that dogs are free 24/7 as 
implied by witnesses. They (she and Mr. Patenaude) have employed electric shock 
collars, dogs are walked on leashes one at a time and are restrained in their yard.  If 
people did not yell at dogs when loose, the dogs could hear owners when they issue a 
recall. She did admit that the dogs did get loose on occasion and when they were, they 
chased vehicles, especially those that were unfamiliar to them.  Ms. Haire stated that 
the dogs “got loose” not were purposely allowed to roam  unrestrained.  She also 
disputed allegations of laughing when dogs chase other people’s cars. 

Mr. Patenaude - Dog owner.  Does let dogs loose occasionally in fenced in area, also 
one at a time with radio tracking collar (not physical restraint), but not on a daily basis. 
He also admitted to letting dogs loose (unrestrained) one at a time under his 
supervision, stating that is the only way to evaluate training. He stated that the dogs do 
not approach neighbors with chickens.  Other times, when dogs are outside with him, 
they are on 50’ leads.  He has continuous tracking data since last July to document the 
dogs’ whereabouts when using the radio tracking collars.  

Naureen Collins - Doesn’t not agree with Mr. Patenaude’s statements regarding his 
dogs. 

Cheyenne Lincoln - Stated dogs were under Mr. Frampton’s supervision when they 
killed a deer. 

Ms. Lincoln stated she has videos, which Mr. Patenaude questioned because they were 
taken without his permission. Because videos were taken from roadway and on property  
on which Ms. Lincoln was allowed to live, videos are allowable.   Mr. Del Castilho asked 
for some input from Mr. Dragon who added that chasing vehicles is in violation of the 
leash law.  Road boss had admitted to dogs chasing plows.  Mr. Patenaude would like 
copies of videos, and Mr. Wells stated he would like to view videos.

Mr. Phillips stated he did not need to see videos because at the last hearing last year, 
Mr. Patenaude was given his final chance to keep the dogs under his control and on his 
property.  Mr. Phillips further stated that in that meeting Mr. Patenaude and Ms. Haire 
admitted the dogs were running down the road chasing vehicles; therefore, in Mr. 
Phillips’ opinion, Mr Patenaude has failed to control his dogs as ordered and should not 
own them, but he also felt that the dogs should not be euthanized.
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Mr. Del Castilho asked Mr, Dragon if he had dealt with any similar situations, and if so, 
what were his recommendations.  Mr. Dragon said that a corrective measure could be 
taken, and the dogs could be removed from the owner. Mr. Dragon proceeded to read 
verbatim from MGL Ch.140 Sec 157A.

After further discussion, and hearing from witnesses and dog owner, it was decided to 
table any further action until the next meeting so the Board could review the minutes 
from the July 2022 meeting.  Mr. Del Castilho moved to continue the hearing to March 
28, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. Mr. Wells seconded and vote in favor of the motion was 
unanimous.

Agenda Items
>  Appointments:  Board of Registrars, Jim Picardi - Mr.Phillips moved to appoint 

Jim Picardi to the Board of Registrars to serve a three year term, seconded by Mr. 
Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.

>  Annual Election, position approval, Board of Health - Mr. Phillips moved to add 
a three year BOH position to the available positions for election at the June 6th Annual 
Town Election at the Town Clerk’s request.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion and vote in 
favor was unanimous.

>  FY20 Community Development Block Grant, contract extension & budget 
transfer - Mr. Phillips moved to request DHCD to extend the FY20 CDBG to June 30, 
2023 and to reprogram funds to the Food Pantry and administrative costs.  He also 
moved to authorize the Select Board Chair to sign the extension and budget 
amendment requests.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion and vote in favor was 
unanimous. 

>  Comcast Cable HD Connection, Cable Advisory Committee recommendation - 
We signed the Comcast Cable Contract several months ago and shortly after received a 
letter from Comcast stating they wanted a separate side agreement for building the HD 
Channel referenced in the contract.  They originally provided us a quote that included 
fiber to the police station as well as the Town Hall.  Not knowing the future of that 
building Ms. Butler asked for a revised quote for just Mohawk and the Town Hall.  Our 
Comcast Advisory Committee had recommended to move forward with the connection 
to Mohawk and to hold off on any additional connections for cost and service 
considerations. It is anticipated the cost of this work would be at the expense of Falls 
Cable.  Mr. Phillips moved to accept the recommendation of the Cable Advisory 
Committee and confirm that agreement to Comcast in a letter from the Town.  Mr. Wells 
seconded, and vote favor of the motion was unanimous. 

>  Municipal Aggregation Request for Proposal Signatory Authorization - Ms. 
Butler explained that Franklin County’s current contract with Dynegy ends in January 
2024 and gave the Board an overview of the timeline and process for the next RFP.  
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This agenda item was informational only, no action was taken.  Ms. Butler asked Board 
members to please review information and options to revisit at a later meeting.

>  Highway Salt Shed Design & Location - Ms. Butler reported that progress is 
being made on the salt shed project and a decision must be made on which of the 2 
Sears Street parcels to site the shed.  Handouts were given illustrating the choices, 
noting that Option One allowed the town to partner with the business owner next door.  
Following discussion,  Mr. Del Castilho moved to site the new salt shed in accordance 
with Option 1, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. 

>  FY24 Budget
Regional School Assessment - Ms. Thurber reported, citing cost drivers 

being transportation and special education expenses.  She emphasized that great effort 
is made to provide the same level of education our students could receive elsewhere, 
and that 70% take advanced coursework via wither AP or Honors Classes.  With 
dwindling enrollment, it is a balancing act. Paula Consolo  of the Finance Committee 
added that it is a “totally reasonable budget’. Discussion followed on transportation and 
the plight of rural schools. 

Shared Policing Cost Sharing - Mr. Langford addressed the training costs 
constraints of fully trained officers and gave an overview of the circumstances leading to 
the shared services collaboration.  He then turned the floor over to Chief Bardwell who 
presented the shared police services budget,  a projected budget for a Buckland Police 
Department without the shared services, including direct and indirect costs for both 
scenarios.  He also presented comparative statistics for Buckland and Shelburne for 
data such as demographics, call data, crash data, comparative land area, and property 
classifications. Chief Bardwell expressed his appreciation for cooperation from both 
towns.

Proposition 2 1/2 Override Discussion - Buckland is facing a $200K deficit 
due to operating increases which may result in a Proposition 2 1/2 override or cuts in 
budget that impact services or positions.  An override would would eliminate the deficit 
and provide a cushion; the last Prop 2 1/2 override was in 2007 for $100K which in 
today’s dollars would be about $150K. Discussion followed regarding what could be cut 
from the budget to avoid the override, and how much an override would add to a 
property owner’s tax bill;  the answer was approximately $1 per $1000.

Documents to Sign
>  Contract & Grant Documents - n/a

>  Permits & Licenses - 
Cooperative Public Health Service, Health Training - Train the Trainer 

(Narcan Training) for BOH’s & municipal staff in CPHS district.  Hall Fee Waived.  May 
26, 2023, 9 am - 3 pm. Mr. Phillips moved to approve town property use and to waive 
fee, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of motion was unanimous. 
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Traffic Light Control Box Painting - Submitted by Missy Ashton. Funded by 
a Cultural Council Grant to paint the traffic light control box by the Iron Bridge.  Painting 
to be in keeping with Bridge of Flowers motif, and the Select Board would like a 
rendering before painting begins.  Mr. Phillips moved to approve contingent on 
rendering, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of motion was unanimous. 

Bridge Dinner - Jennifer Pease submitted a street use permit on behalf of 
the Mohawk Trail Athletic Association to close the iron Bridge on August 20, 2023, from 
2 pm  to 9 pm for a Bridge Dinner.  Discussion followed. Mr. Phillips moved to approve, 
seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.

Marlboro Morris Men - Parade/Street use Permit for May 13, 2023.  About 
40 Morris dancers and musicians will perform in 2 -3 parking spaces in front of 
McCusker’s from  approximately 4 -5:30 pm. Dancers also stand in alley between Mo’s 
Fudge and McCusker’s.  Mr. Phillips moved to approve, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in 
favor of motion was unanimous.  

>  Minutes - Mr. Phillips moved to approve Select Board minutes of February 28, 
2023, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Del 
Castilho moved to approve Executive Session minutes of January 24, 2023, seconded 
by Mr. Wells.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Del Castilho moved to 
approve the Executive Session minutes of December 13, 2022, seconded by Mr. 
Phillips.  Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. 

Items Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair 48 Hours in Advance of Meeting - No 
items not reasonably anticipated.

Select Board Member Concerns - No concerns expressed.

Town Administrator’s Report - Ms. Butler hopes everyone has enjoyed Conway Road 
being open.  The construction crew is coming back on March 27 and will try to keep one 
lane open.  Need to discuss sidewalk and riverwalk.

Will bring Ch.90 review to next meeting. 

Gave an overview of the Upper North Street Public Hearing and other options to obtain 
that information; it is all on website.

Public Comment - No public comment. 

Volunteer Recognition - Recognition given to all the good deeds done during the snow 
storm of March 14, neighbors helping neighbors. 

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings - Annual Town Meeting May 6, 10 a.m.; next 
Select Board meeting March 28; Finance Committee meeting on March 27; Upper North 
Street Reconstruction Public Hearing, March 23, 6 p.m.  
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With no further business, Mr. Phillips moved to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Wells.  Vote in 
favor of the motion was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Mary Bolduc, Boards’ Clerk, April 18, 2023

Signed:

Barry Del Castilho_______________________________________________________

Clinton Phillips__________________________________________________________

Lawrence Wells_________________________________________________________




