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March 6, 2023 
 
 
Charles Patenaude 
60 Purinton Road 
Shelburne Falls, MA  03170 
 
 
 
Delivered: By Hand and By Certified Mail 
 
 
Dear Mr. Patenaude; 
 
 

This letter is to inform you that at the request of Animal Control Officer Kyle Dragon the 
Buckland Select Board will hold a public hearing regarding a complaint of an attack(s) by your 
dog.  

 

Pursuant to the requirements of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 140, Section 157, the 
Buckland Select Board has scheduled a hearing for Tuesday, March 14, 2023 to be held at 
6:00 p.m. at the Buckland Town Hall located at 17 State Street, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370.  

 

You have the right to bring witnesses and to be represented by legal counsel.  If the charges are 
proven, the Board of Selectmen may make such order concerning the restraint or disposal of 
your dogs as may be deemed necessary. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at the 
Town Hall. 
 
       
Sincerely, 
 
 
Heather Butler  
Town Administrator 
 
 
 
Cc: Police Chief Gregory Bardwell 
 Animal Control Officer Kyle Dragon 
 

 

 

T O W N  O F  B U C K L A N D                                   

M A S S A C H U S E T T S  



 

02/16/2023 

Heather Butler, Town Administrator 

Town of Buckland 

17 State Street 

Buckland, Ma 01370 

 

 

RE: Request for MGL 140/157 Dog Hearing (C23-008) 

 

Town Administrator Butler,  

 

My agency is requesting the Buckland Selectboard convene a dog hearing in regards to the 

canines which reside at #60 Purinton Road in the Town of Buckland and are owned and or kept by the 

residents of that address.  

At this time, my office has received complaints that these dogs have been in violation of the 

orders put forth by the Selectboard on 07/26/2022, during which the Selectboard declared these canines 

as Nuisance Dog(s). Upon review of these complaints and accompany documentation. We are requesting 

the Selectboard hold a hearing for violations of the Dog Order governed under MGL 140/157 to hear 

testimony from witnesses, and the owner/keeper of the canines on this matter.  

 

Respectfully,  

 

Kyle Dragon 

Lead Regional Animal Control Officer 

 





































From: Town Clerk
To: Town Administrator
Subject: election ballot
Date: Thursday, March 16, 2023 10:07:42 AM

I missed one office to go on the ballot that SB must approve – Board of Health for a 3 year term.
They already approved BOH for a 1 year unexpired term but I missed the 3 year term. BOH has been
a revolving door of resignations, appointments and unexpired terms for several years – easy to miss
one.
 
Can this one office go on their agenda next week to approve to put on the ballot? Also, are you
reposting a changed agenda for next Tuesday? And do you have an agenda for Fin Com on Monday?
See you soon
 
--
Karen Blom
Buckland Town Clerk
17 State St.
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370
(Tel.) 413.625.6330 x4  /  (Fax) 413.625.8570
twnclerk@town.buckland.ma.us
 
Hours: Tuesday through Thursday, 9 am – 3 pm or by appointment
 

mailto:twnclerk@town.buckland.ma.us
mailto:twnadmin@town.buckland.ma.us






BREEZEWAY FARM CONSULTING, INC. 

222 Wendell Road 

New Salem, Massachusetts 01355-9525 

Phone (978) 544-8505 

Fax (978) 544-7958 

Email ljovering@breezewayfarm.net 

 

TO:      Buckland Select Board 

FROM:   Linda Overing, CDBG Administration Consultant 

DATE:   March 7, 2023 

RE:      FY20 CDBG Extension Request 

This request to DHCD will extend the FY2020 CDBG to June 30, 2023 (it currently ends March 31, 

2023). Once the agency approves the request, I will ask you to vote on an amendment request that 

reprograms approximately $4,000 in funds left over from the Depot Street and Freight Yard Parking 

Lot design projects to continued support of the Food Pantry. I am still finalizing the exact amount for 

the transfer. 

I recommend the following motion: 

I move to request DHCD to extend the FY20 CDBG to June 30, 2023 and to authorize the Select 

Board Chair to sign the extension request. 
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March 21, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Christine Gicheru 
Fiscal Representative 
Dept. of Housing & Community Development 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300 
Boston, MA  02114 
 
Dear Ms. Gicheru: 
 
I certify that the Town of Buckland did not receive $750,000 or more Federal Funds in FY2022. 
Therefore, no Single Audit was conducted for this period.   
 
If you require additional information, please contact Heather Butler, Town Administrator, at (413) 
625-6330 ext. 5. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Barry DelCastilho 
Select Board Chair 
 
 
 
 
cc: L. Overing 
       
 
 

 

 
T O W N  O F  B U C K L A N D                    

M A S S A C H U S E T T S  



 

1110 East Mountain Road   Westfield, MA  01085    www.comcastcorporation.com 

 

 

Sent via Electronic Mail 

 
January 6, 2023 

 

Heather Butler, Town Administrator 

Town of Buckland 

Town Hall 

17 State Street 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

 

Terry J. Narkewicz, Town Administrator 

Town of Shelburne 

Town Hall 

51 Bridge Street 

Shelburne, MA  01370 

 

Re: HD PEG Channel Upgrade 

 

Dear Town Administrators Butler and Narkewicz: 

 

I am writing to you regarding the High Definition (HD) PEG upgrade at Falls Cable TV, which was discussed as 

part of the Cable License negotiations between Comcast and the Towns of Buckland and Shelburne. During a 

joint meeting between the Cable Advisory Committees of Buckland and Shelburne, representative from Falls 

Cable and Comcast on June 9, 2021, a request was made that  the Standard Definition (SD) PEG channels  be 

upgraded to HD format. At that time, Comcast responded that we would investigate the cost and feasibility of an 

upgrade and, if an upgrade were agreed upon, the cost of the upgrade would be the responsibility of the Towns or 

Falls Cable.  

 

The Towns and Comcast subsequently came to an agreement on the terms of the Cable License renewal and a ten 

year license was signed by both Towns. Buckland signed their license on September 27, 2022, and Shelburne 

signed their license on October 24, 2022. Section 6.1 of both Licenses addresses the upgrade of the HD PEG 

channel but does not specify the cost of the upgrade or the fact that the Towns or Falls Cable would be 

responsible for the cost of the upgrade. 

 

I would like to discuss the payment options with the Towns so we may proceed with the upgrade of the HD 

channel. I suggest a side letter between Comcast and the Towns detailing the payment agreement be drafted at the 

earliest convenience of all parties.  

 

I look forward to discussing the same with you. I can be reached at eileen_leahy@comcast.com or 413-205-8403. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 
Eileen B. Leahy 

Senior Manager, Government and Regulatory Affairs 

 

cc:  Attorney William Hewig 

mailto:eileen_leahy@comcast.com
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Project Name

Project Description

H Studio 26 Ashfield Rd Buckland, MA

1 Buckland Town Hall 17 State Street, Buckland

2 Shelburne Town Hall 51 Bridge Street, Buckland

3 Shelburne Police Station 623 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne

4

5

Project Information

Date Final Estimate Completed:  November 18, 2021

Construction SOW Final Estimate Completed By:  Shane Kulsic

Project Construction Type:  HD/SDI

Comcast Headend/Hub Location:  Deerfield, MA

Government Relation Manager:   

Franchise Authority - City & State:  Buckland/Shelburne, MA

License Obligation  (Y/N):  

Project Cost Paid By:  

License Obligation / Time Line:  

Project Site & Distance Information

Video Design Notes Number Of Network Site Locations:  

Aerial Construction Footage:  

Aerial Overlash Footage:  

Underground Construction Footage:  

Interior Wiring Footage:  

Number of New PEG Channels:  

Dark Fiber Cost    

Dark Fiber Footage:  Dark Fiber Cost:  

Expenditure Type Ref. Notes/Vendor Local Input Linked Input Sub-Total
Materials

Buckland Town Hall Fiber 6,241.35$                 

Shelburne Town Hall Fiber 4,710.69$                 

Shelburne Police Fiber 2,761.23$                 

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

RF/IP Active Electronics Hardware 5,000.00$                 

Passive Optical & RF & Misc Hardware 100.00$                    

Optical Active Electronics Hardware 650.00$                    

-$                          

20,945.40$               

Contract Labor

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

Internal Labor

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

-$                          

Miscellaneous State/Federal/Custom Taxes or Fees -$                          

Shipping and Handling Cost -$                          

-$                          

20,945.40$          

Notes:   

Estimated cost to add HD PEG channel for Shelburne / Buckland. Comcast equipment to be installed at Mohawk Valley 

High School Studio and backhauled. Buckland/Shelburne to manage video switching before handoff to Comcast 

encoder. Included indivudal costs for single fiber (no electronics) connectivity from origination locations back to MVHS.

fiber bundle BUCK01 is a 6strand fiber located in the high school.

NOTE:  See the 

construction notes at 

bottom of this page for 

detailed information 

about the quote.

STANDARDS BASED ESTIMATE

This is only a preliminary estimate, no field survey work was preformed to determine actual cost.  This estimate 

was calculated using our current construction standards.    Actual cost will vary depending on the results of the 

required field survey work.   No underground construction or other exceptions such as railroad or highway 

crossing, or easment rights are included, but those exceptions could vary the actual construction cost.

Total Project Costs:     

Non-Proprietary Information - Comcast

Buckland/Shelburne PEG

Network Site List

PEG & I-NET PROJECT CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE WORKSHEET

# Confidential (C)



From: Denise Allard
To: Town Administrator; Margaret Olin; administrator@townofcharlemont.org; bos@colrain-ma.gov;

p.brooks46@icloud.com; Veronique Blanchard; Bob Armstrong; townadmin@town.deerfield.ma.us; David Keith;
Steve Eipper; maswedlund; administrator@gillmass.org; Claire Chang; selectman1@huntingtonma.us;
admin@huntingtonma.us; newsalemwendell@gmail.com; allamas@NorthfieldMA.gov; Judy Wagner;
townadmin@townofshelburnema.gov; townadmin; Aaron Falbel; David Young; Kurkoski;
townadmin@whately.org; Nathanael Fortune; Nathanael Fortune; Paul Newlin

Cc: Mark Cappadona
Subject: RE: Franklin County Municipal Aggregation - RFP Timing / Next Steps
Date: Monday, March 6, 2023 5:40:04 PM

Good evening –
 
We appreciate all of you joining us on 2/16 to catch up and discuss the timeline for Franklin County’s
next RFP.
 
To recap, we discussed the following with the group…

1.       Current Contract / Market Overview
2.       Timeline for Next RFP / Authorization to Sign
3.       “New” Towns Interested in Joining the Group

 
Colonial had some takeaways so we wanted to provide an update.
 
Current Contract / Market Overview
 
Franklin County’s current contract with Dynegy ends in January 2024.
 
The mild winter has pushed down natural gas prices (currently between $2-3).  Electricity prices
have come down as well but not as quickly as natural gas prices.  We do expect they’ll follow suit
though.
 
Timeline for Next RFP / Authorization to Sign
 
We’d like to issue the RFP in the next week or so.  We’d ask to see indicative pricing on Monday,
4/10 and executable pricing on Monday, 4/24.
Indicative pricing is simply for informational purposes but executable pricing would require a
signature by 3 PM (from each municipality) if the group decided to move forward that day.
We’d set up calls for both days (likely around 1:30 or 2 PM) to review/discuss the pricing received. 
[For administrative ease, ESA Signature Pages will be circulated prior to executable pricing.]
 
“New” Towns Interested in Joining the Group
 
The Towns of Leverett (served by Eversource) and Wendell (served by National Grid) have DPU
approved, active aggregations.  Their current contracts end in January 2024 (same as Franklin
County’s).  We’ve spoken to both about joining with the larger group but we don’t have any final
decisions at this time.  We’ll keep you posted.
 
Takeaways/Action Items

mailto:denise@colonialpowergroup.com
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1.       Ahead of issuing the RFP, we’d like to get input from the group on the product offerings we

should request pricing for – please see surveymonkey.com/r/MVMTQ6G.  We ask that
surveys be completed by Monday, 3/20 [EOD].

2. On 4/10, the indicative pricing is for informational purposes only.  No action is required by the
communities on that day.

3. On 4/24, the executable pricing is actionable.  A signatory for each municipality will need
to be available and authorized to sign a contract by 3 PM that day should pricing be
favorable. 

4. On bid day, the group will need to agree on the supplier and term but each municipality may
select its own product offering(s).

 
Please let us know if you need further clarification on anything.
 
Thanks,
Denise
 
____________________________
 

Denise Allard
Colonial Power Group, Inc.
5 Mount Royal Avenue, Suite 5-350
Marlborough, MA 01752
508-485-5858 ext. 2
 

 

From: Denise Allard 
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2023 7:38 AM
To: Town Administrator <twnadmin@town.buckland.ma.us>; Margaret Olin <molin@crocker.com>;
administrator@townofcharlemont.org; bos@colrain-ma.gov; p.brooks46@icloud.com; Veronique
Blanchard <townadmin@conwayma.gov>; Bob Armstrong <bobarms@gmail.com>;
townadmin@town.deerfield.ma.us; David Keith <dbgkeith@comcast.net>; Steve Eipper
<seipper@gmail.com>; maswedlund <maswedlund@comcast.net>; administrator@gillmass.org;
Claire Chang <claire@solargreenfield.com>; selectman1@huntingtonma.us;
admin@huntingtonma.us; newsalemwendell@gmail.com; allamas@NorthfieldMA.gov; Judy Wagner
<judy.wagner37@gmail.com>; townadmin@townofshelburnema.gov; townadmin
<townadmin@TOWNOFSUNDERLAND.US>; Aaron Falbel <afalbel@cwmars.org>; David Young
<coordinator@town.warwick.ma.us>; Kurkoski <jdauphin3@hotmail.com>;
townadmin@whately.org; Nathanael Fortune <nfortune@mac.com>; Nathanael Fortune
<nfortune@smith.edu>; Paul Newlin <paulnewlin@comcast.net>
Cc: Mark Cappadona <Mark@colonialpowergroup.com>
Subject: RE: Franklin County Municipal Aggregation - RFP Planning/Talking Points for 3 PM
 
Good morning –

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MVMTQ6G


 
Ahead of our Zoom meeting today, we wanted to circulate some high level talking points…
 

·         Current Contract / Market Overview
·         Timeline for Next RFP / Authorization to Sign
·         “New” Towns Interested in Joining the Group – Next RFP + In the Future

 
We look forward to speaking with everyone at 3 pm – https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83973669917?
pwd=c2RTMms0NHo1WEhqeFBKK09HWTZrZz09.
 
Thank you,
Denise
 

From: Denise Allard 
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2023 11:47 AM
To: Town Administrator <twnadmin@town.buckland.ma.us>; Margaret Olin <molin@crocker.com>;
administrator@townofcharlemont.org; marguerite.willis@townofcharlemont.org; bos@colrain-
ma.gov; p.brooks46@icloud.com; townadmin@townofconway.com;
bobarmstrong@townofconway.com; townadmin@town.deerfield.ma.us; David Keith
<dbgkeith@comcast.net>; Steve Eipper <seipper@gmail.com>; maswedlund
<maswedlund@comcast.net>; administrator@gillmass.org; Claire Chang
<claire@solargreenfield.com>; selectman1@huntingtonma.us; admin@huntingtonma.us;
coordinator@newsalemma.org; allamas@NorthfieldMA.gov; Judy Wagner
<judy.wagner37@gmail.com>; townadmin@townofshelburnema.gov; townadmin
<townadmin@TOWNOFSUNDERLAND.US>; Aaron Falbel <afalbel@cwmars.org>; David Young
<coordinator@town.warwick.ma.us>; Kurkoski <jdauphin3@hotmail.com>;
townadmin@whately.org; Nathanael Fortune <nfortune@mac.com>; Paul Newlin
<paulnewlin@comcast.net>
Cc: Mark Cappadona <Mark@colonialpowergroup.com>
Subject: Franklin County Municipal Aggregation - RFP Planning
 
Good morning –
 
This email is being sent to the Towns of Buckland, Charlemont, Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, Gill,
Huntington, New Salem, Northfield, Shelburne, Sunderland, Warwick and Whately.
 
As you know, Franklin County’s current contract with Dynegy ends in January 2024 for both the
National Grid and Eversource communities.
 
We’ve been consistently watching the market to determine the best time for the communities to go
out to RFP for their next power supply contract.  Over the last six weeks or so, there has been a
pretty steady downward trend.  Right now, forward prices are back to where they were at the
beginning of January 2022.  We don’t know how long this downward trend will continue so we want
to start thinking about requesting pricing in the coming months as opposed to late summer/early
fall.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83973669917?pwd=c2RTMms0NHo1WEhqeFBKK09HWTZrZz09
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mailto:afalbel@cwmars.org
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That being said, we’d like to schedule a Zoom meeting in the next couple of weeks to discuss the
overall process (for anyone who’s new) and how much lead time each community will need ahead of
reviewing (and potentially signing off on) executable pricing (which may or may not involve bringing
new Select Board and Energy Committee members up to speed).  We’ll also be interested in any
blackout dates anyone may have in the next couple of months that potentially need to be worked
around.
 
One final note – there are a couple of other communities in Franklin County that have municipal
aggregation programs and they may be interested in joining with the larger group.  We still need to
follow up with them separately but we think it’ll be worthwhile to discuss if the group is open to
further additions and what this may mean for pricing.
 
We realize everyone’s schedule is fluid but we’d like to target Tuesday 2/14, Wednesday, 2/15 or
Thursday 2/16 for the Zoom meeting.  Please respond and let me know if you have a preference as
to the day and morning or afternoon.
 
Thank you,
Denise
 
____________________________
 

Denise Allard
Colonial Power Group, Inc.
5 Mount Royal Avenue, Suite 5-350
Marlborough, MA 01752
508-485-5858 ext. 2
 

 



Civil Engineers
Planning, Design, and Permitting Services

ph: 413 387-8078 fax: 413 727-3477
email: terry@treynoldsengineering.com

www.treynoldsengineering.com

152 Maplewood Terrace
Florence, MA 01062

T Reynolds Engineering
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From: Jennifer Pease
To: Town Administrator; Town Clerk
Subject: Request to close the Iron Bridge on August 20th 2023
Date: Thursday, March 2, 2023 9:46:53 AM

To whom it may concern;

The Mohawk Athletic Association would like to request a closure of the Iron Bridge on August 20th

from 2pm until 9pm.  We are resurrecting the Bridget Dinner and all proceeds will go to benefit
Mohawk Trail Athletics at Mohawk Trail Regional High School located in Buckland, MA   Our
organization was founded in 1990 and we are committed to keeping our athletic programs top tier. 
We have hired a caterer to prepare food for the event.  This will run very similar to the Bridge
Dinners of the past and hope to showcase our little town in this amazing way and benefit the local
schools at the same time.
 
Thank you for your help and Attention to this matter.
Best, Jenn Pease
President, Mohawk Athletic Association
 

Jennifer Pease
Working Virtually Wednesdays, and Fridays
ECE Administrative Officer
University of Massachusetts Amherst
100 Natural Resources Road
Marcus 201
Amherst, MA 01003
Phone: 413-545-4569
Email: pease@ecs.umass.edu
 

mailto:jpease@admin.umass.edu
mailto:twnadmin@town.buckland.ma.us
mailto:twnclerk@town.buckland.ma.us
mailto:pease@ecs.umass.edu
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Buckland Select Board
Meeting Minutes

February 28, 2023  5:30 p.m.
Buckland Town Hall

Listing of Topics

Appointments

5:45 p.m. - Age and Dementia Friendly Initiative, Meg Ryan, RN, and Carol 
Foote, Life Path

6:15 p.m. - Pharmacy Opioid settlement agreement(s), Phoebe Walker, 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments

Agenda Items

>  Town Election - Karen Blom, Town Clerk

>  Solid Waste Expense Management, resident outreach and education 
opportunities

>  Letters of Hire, Wastewater Treatment Facility - Interim Operators

Documents to Sign

>  Contract & Grant Documents

>  Permits & Licenses

>  Minutes

Items Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair 48 Hours in Advance of Meeting

Select Board Member Concerns

Town Administrator’s Report

Public Comment

Volunteer Recognition

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings

Attendees
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Barry Del Castilho - Select Board Chair
Clinton Phillips - Select Board Vice-chair
Lawrence Wells - Select Board Member
Heather Butler - Town Administrator
Mary Bolduc - Boards’ Clerk
Otis Wheeler - Falls Cable
Karen Blom - Town Clerk
Meg Ryan - RN, FRCOG
Carol Foote - Lifepath
Phoebe Walker - FRCOG
Carmela Lanza-Weil - Resident, BOH Member

Meeting
Mr. Del Castilho opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Appointments

5:45 p.m. - Age and Dementia Friendly Initiative, Meg Ryan, RN, and Carol 
Foote, Life Path - Ms. Ryan and Ms. Foote gave a power point presentation of the 
results to an Age and Dementia Friendly Franklin County Needs Survey covering:  
demographic of respondents; housing, owned or rented, ease and/or affordability of 
maintaining housing, reasons for changing housing; ease of access to outdoor spaces 
and buildings and feelings of comfort/safety in their community; need for or availability 
of public transportation; social environment and opportunities; health services and 
community supports, including caregivers, health care professionals, wellness 
programs;  heath services and communication, addressing tele-health access and 
experience, and technical support needed to use tele-health; social participation, 
examining older adults living alone vs with others (partner, spouse, family, friend), 
frequency of interaction with someone outside the household, and feelings of support 
and sense of community belonging; communication and information, citing persons/ 
media that respondents identified as their top sources to stay informed; civic 
participation and employment, looking at volunteering opportunities, civic engagement, 
access to information about town updates, long term financial stability; respect and 
social inclusion, which indicated how those surveyed responded  to availability and 
affordability of cultural events, intergenerational events, fitness and outdoor 
opportunities, and opportunities in their own language; health equity, looking at how 
structural inequities and racism play a role in determining health opportunities for health 
and well being, and considering how to use Racial Injustice to reframe questions.  Ms. 
Ryan and Ms. Foote gave further examples and expanded on the power point from their 
personal experience in their given fields. The survey received 2,000 responses from the 
Franklin County and North Quabbin areas, 67 of those from Buckland.  Ms. Ryan stated 
that they could have done better with data analysis with more responses , but is 
confident that they have useful information going forward.  She added, that if life is 
better for people as they age, life is better for all across the age spectrum. Of those 67 
Buckland respondents, 64% rated Buckland as an excellent/good place to age, with 
36% rating it as fair/poor.
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6:15 p.m. - Pharmacy Opioid settlement agreement(s), Phoebe Walker, 
Franklin Regional Council of Governments - Ms. Walker gave an overview of the 
opioid settlement money coming into Buckland, explaining that zip code determines the 
amount apportioned to communities based on the opioids prescribed in those zip codes.  
She explained the purposes for which the funds must be used: prevention, treatment, 
intervention, and recovery.  These monies cannot be allocated for the purpose of 
general health. She cited examples of programs and services which would be covered, 
and noted that the Board of Health is a source for that information.  Because most 
towns will not receive a large enough sum to fund sizable programs, FRCOG is 
comprising a list of programs and services for which towns can pool their funds and 
collaborate.  She also suggested creating a stabilization fund for the opioid money 
because some will have to accrue before there is an amount large enough to spend; 
that account will have to be approved at town meeting.  Ms. Walker tasked the Board 
with thinking about how they would like to spend their dollars; Mr. Del Castilho stated he 
would like to obtain input from the Board of Health.  Following Board discussion, Mr. 
Phillips moved that the Town of Buckland “opt in” to the proposed five national 
settlements with pharmacies participating in the opioid settlement program and 
authorize the Select Board Chair to sign related documents.  Mr. Wells seconded and 
vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. 

Agenda Items

>  Town Election - Karen Blom, Town Clerk - Ms. Blom provided the Board with an 
overview of the 2023 Town Election Process and submitted a list of positions and two 
ballot questions which she asked to be placed on the ballot. The positions are:
1  Select Board - 3 year term
1  Assessor - 3 year term
1  Board of Health - 1 year un-expired term
1  Town Clerk - 3 year term
1  Buckland Library Trustee - 3 year term
1  Constable - 3 year term
2  Finance Committee - (2) 3 year terms
1  Moderator - 1 year term
1  School Committee - 3 year term

The ballot questions are:
1) Shall the town vote to have its elected Tree Warden become appointed Tree 

Warden?
2) Shall the town vote to have its elected Constables become appointed Constables?

Mr. Phillips moved to approve the offices for election in the 2023 Annual Town Election 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 6th and further to approve the placement of two ballot 
questions on the June 6, 2023 Election Warrant. Mr. Wells seconded the motion, and 
vote in favor was unanimous. 
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>  Solid Waste Expense Management, resident outreach and education 
opportunities - Board members were given a packet of information regarding waste 
disposal/recycling data and comparison costs from other towns for price per bag 
disposal and cost of transfer station access stickers.  Ms. Butler explained the costs of 
trash disposal and hauling fees have risen while recycling credits have decreased.  To 
combat this, we are trying to be as restrictive as possible about what goes into the 
compactor, making sure everything is in a bag and every bag has a sticker;  this has 
caused pushback. Ms. Butler and Mr. Del Castilho met with Jan of the FCSWMD and 
our district reps, Marti Ferguson and Andrea Donlon to discuss strategies.  More 
outreach, public education and informational forums were discussed, as well as the 
possibility of an extra bulky waste day, or perhaps the option of residents leaving items 
at the transfer station to be transported to Greenfield by the town to ensure that they are  
disposed of properly.  To increase revenue, increasing the cost of per-bag stickers if 
necessary was a more agreeable solution than assessing a charge for access stickers. 
It was also suggested that a survey be conducted by passing out questionnaires at the 
transfer station over a specific period of time, then collecting them in the same format to 
give those using the facility a voice in how to increase revenue. Following discussion by 
the Board, Ms. Butler asked members to look over the packet of information and give 
thought to the problem and solutions.

>  Letters of Hire, Wastewater Treatment Facility - Interim Operators - Ms. Butler 
explained that The Shelburne Falls Wastewater Treatment Facility must file an updated/
interim staffing plan to maintain its compliance with the operational permit issued by the 
Mass Department of Environmental Protection.  Further, the town must demonstrate 
that two operators, including one that is a Grade 4 or above are part of the staffing plan.  
Until the full time operator vacancy is filled, Dan Fleuriel will be able to serve as our 
Grade 4 operator but is unavailable for the month of March due to a previously 
scheduled vacation.  Our Assistant Operator is a Grade 4 in training.  We have 
contacted two operators from Greenfield, Mark Holley and Paul Zilinski, a Grade 6 and 
Grade 5 respectively to cover for the month of March.   Mr. Phillips moved to authorize 
the Town Administrator to sign two letters of hire for Mark Holley and Paul Zilinski to 
work up to 10 hours per week and receive $32.00 per hour for their time.  This is a non-
benefitted interim position.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion and vote in favor was 
unanimous.

Documents to Sign

>  Contract & Grant Documents - There were none this meeting. 

>  Permits & Licenses - A Street Use Permit was submitted for the Bridge of Flowers 
Road Race to be held on August 12, 2023.  Mr. Phillips moved to approve the permit for 
the 2023 Bridge of Flowers Road Race event, seconded by Mr. Wells,  Vote in favor of 
the motion was unanimous. 
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>  Minutes - Mr. Del Castilho moved to approve the February 14, 2023 Select Board 
Meeting Minutes as submitted, seconded by Mr. Phillips.  Vote in favor of the motion 
was unanimous.

Items Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair 48 Hours in Advance of Meeting - 
There were no items not reasonably anticipated. 

Select Board Member Concerns - There were no concerns expressed. 

Town Administrator’s Report - 
>  Heating Oil Bid Results - Ms. Butler reported that the bids were received in a format 
she could not translate, so reached out the the LPVEC to reformat and resend the 
information.  She will have at a future meeting

>  Wage & Comp Survey - The Collins Center, part of UMass Boston, conducted a wage 
and comp survey of 12 municipal positions for the Town of Buckland.  The employees 
whose positions were included in the survey completed a questionnaire and were 
interviewed regarding their job descriptions and actual duties.  The Collins Center 
compared the job titles/descriptions with comparable communities and submitted to 
Buckland revised job descriptions and salary schedules.  As Ms. Butler expected, some 
were on target, and others were not;  those that were not need to be increased to align 
more closely with our employees’ counterparts in other municipalities.  She particularly 
referenced our assessor who has been contacted by other towns offering more money, 
and the fact our treasurer/collector could travel to Deerfield for more than she is making 
in Buckland.  At some point, Ms. Butler admonished, employees’ loyalty may weaken if 
we cannot offer a competitive wage.  Because the report from the Collins Center was so 
comprehensive, she forwarded a link to Board members and asked that they look it 
over. 

Public Comment - There was no public comment.

Volunteer Recognition - When there is a storm, people reach out to help other people.  
That volunteerism is valued and recognized. 

Announcements & Upcoming Meetings:
March 4 - Battle of Badges Basketball at the Mohawk Trail Regional High School.  Tip 
Off is at 3:00 p.m.  Come cheer on your Firefighters and Police Officers.

March 6:  Shared Police Services Public Forum.  The meeting is at the Buckland Town 
Hall and starts at 6 p.m.  A zoom link will be posted to the Town’s website the day before 
the event.

March 15:  Warrant articles to be submitted by March 15th.  Please note any articles to 
amend the Zoning Bylaws must be submitted in time for public hearing by the Planning 
Board.
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March 23:  Mass DOT Public Hearing for Upper North Street road reconstruction.  At the 
Buckland Town Hall starting at 6 p.m.

With no further announcements or business, Mr. Phillips moved to adjourn, seconded by 
Mr. Wells. Vote in favor of the motion was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Bolduc, Boards’ Clerk, March 21, 2023

Signed:

Barry Del Castilho_______________________________________________________

Clinton Phillips__________________________________________________________

Lawrence Wells_________________________________________________________




